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Prof. Guo Yanping

OUIAA

As the lush greenery of midsummer deepens, | would like to extend my
warmest greetings, on behalf of the Okayama University International
Alumni Association, to all of our alumni who are making remarkable
contributions across the globe.

Although the world continues to change, the memories of our alma mater
remain a constant beacon, guiding us home no matter where life may take
us.

Over the past year, our alumni network has grown even stronger. Time and
again, we have been inspired by news of our fellow alumni excelling not only
in research and academia, but also in business and a wide range of
professional fields around the world.

On October 31 of last year, we held the 15th General Meeting of the
Okayama University International Alumni Association online, welcoming
participants from many countries and regions. On the same occasion, the
establishment of our Nanchang Branch in China was officially approved,
marking another important milestone in the continued expansion of our
global community. The creation of this new branch reflects the ever-growing
reach of our alumni network, and we look forward to the fresh opportunities
for connection and collaboration that it will bring. | would like to extend my
heartfelt congratulations to the members of the new branch, and | hope we
will continue to move forward together in a spirit of friendship and
cooperation.

Our alumni association is not a monument standing still, but a river that
continues to flow. Its vitality comes from the passion within each of us and
the warmth we share with one another. Wherever we may be, | firmly believe
that our encouragement and support have the power to illuminate someone
else's path and inspire them to take the next step.

As Chairperson of the Association, | have come to realize that what our

alumni value most is not simply staying connected, but discovering how we
can continue to support, encourage, and inspire one another.
As | bring these remarks to a close, allow me to express one thought that
speaks for countless others: our alma mater will always remain our spiritual
home, and each of us will continue to be a steadfast source of strength for
one another. In this rapidly changing world, it is our shared responsibility to
deepen these bonds and pass them on to future generations.

| sincerely look forward to the day when we can meet again in person and
raise a glass together.
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Assistant Professor Yasir Dilshad Siddiqui
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Pakistan Branch

o FUTTIET « Tav 7 KE W PHiEREE
&
Assistant Professor, Department of Preventive
Dentistry, College of Dentistry, Jouf University,
Saudi Arabia

Asst. Prof. Yasir
Dilshad Siddiqui
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More Than a Degree: Lessons That Continue to Shape My Journey:
When people ask me what | gained from Okayama University, they often
expect me to mention my Ph.D., publications, or international awards. While |
am deeply grateful for those achievements, they are not what first comes to
mind. The greatest gift Okayama University gave me was a mindset that
continues to shape my research, teaching, and everyday life.

Coming to Japan in 2015 as a MEXT scholar from Pakistan was both exciting
and humbling. Under the mentorship of Professor Shogo Takashiba and an
exceptional research team, | learned that scientific excellence is built not
only on knowledge but also on curiosity, integrity, perseverance, and
collaboration. My doctoral research on inflammation resolution and tissue
regeneration received international recognition, but its greatest reward was
realizing how science can ultimately improve patients’ lives.

Beyond the laboratory, friendships with colleagues from Japan and around
the world taught me humility, mutual respect, and lifelong learning. Today, as
an assistant professor of periodontology at Jouf University in Saudi Arabia, |
strive to pass these values on to my students and young researchers. Looking
back, | realize that Okayama University gave me far more than a degree. It
shaped me into the researcher, educator, and person | am today.
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Professor Mya Mya Aye
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Director of Mandalay Branch, Myanmar
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EC of MAJA, Consultant Microbiologist
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Shanghai Branch, China
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Professor, Zhejiang University, China
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| enrolled as a doctoral student at the Graduate School of Natural Science and
Technology, Okayama University, in April 1989. During my time at Okayama University,
Professors Yoshinari Miura and Akiyoshi Osaka in the laboratory, gave me careful and
thoughtful guidance on my academic work. Since | was a self-financed international
student, | received a scholarship established by Mr. Kobayashi of Okayama University,
and | also earned part of my living expenses through part-time jobs. | had the
opportunity to stay in a very affordable and well-equipped international student
dormitory, and also to live in the staff housing of Tomato Bank, which made me deeply
appreciate the support and kindness that Japanese people extended to us
international students.

After graduation, | worked at a company for three years, and then had the chance to
move into academia, where | studied and worked at Kyoto University and Cornell
University in the United States, among others. At the end of 2004, | returned to China
and have been a professor at Zhejiang University ever since.

| look back fondly on the orderly yet intense life at Okayama University. | had deep
exchanges with Japanese friends both in the laboratory and at my part-time jobs, and
some of these friendships continue to this day—truly an unforgettable experience in
my life.

In recent years, my own laboratory has hosted many international students, and |
have tried to mentor and care for them with the same warmth that my advisor showed
me. | was honored to be named the "Most Popular Faculty Member among International
Students" by Zhejiang University—a great distinction for me. The root of this, however,
lies in the excellent example set by my advisors at Okayama University.

| sincerely wish Okayama University continued growth and that it remains a
university aspired to by international students from around the world.

Prof. Jianrong Qiu
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Alumi Spotlight®

My research journey started in Bacteriology Department, Okayama
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University Graduate School of Medicine in 2005 under the kind
supervision/ support of Professor Keiji Oguma, Dr Kenji Yokota and
Professor Shigeru Okada.

Some part of my Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), molecular level of
Helicobacter pylori, was successfully done. | had many experience in
Okayama, attending conference, seminar and co author of scientific
journal. In addition, enjoyable moment with my colleagues in Okayama
by visiting somewhere with them.

| am participating in Myanmar Association of Japan Alumni (MAJA)
including Scholarship programs, Japanese Language Proficiency
Test(JLPT), KAKE Japanese language competition and attending ASJA,
ASCOJA activities as a speaker and an attendance. | am attending and
presenting about branch activities of OUIAA at General Meeting annually.

I am a Consultant Microbiologist at Private General Hospital and | can
apply my research experiences in education and academic research. It is
a long contact with my mentors and international friends.

| am truly thankful for generous support from to my supervisors and

ALDELVEVWE, ZULTHADOHEKES LWLz, 5§ TH V23 KYlIh

WKHEHTOET,

OUIAA

mentor in my research journey. | always remember my enjoyable life with
my supervisors, colleagues and lovely Japanese culture in Okayama.
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Report on OUIAA 15th General Meeting

FLIRFEBERZRE, 10H31HIBISHRREZANA 7Y v FEXTH
HLE L%,

Mk, BYHE (H2 - v xq) BEREABZRIKEZECD, f#HRH
DXWMRENBM, A% 5 ZEBERBIBHTH 2 WARK AR, FH
KR TH2aHmAZRAIZR (HEE - AIRIMLY), Hainsd FE#Hl)
SHHMMLEL .

HERHVEOTR, BERE,L. ABEOEHKR ST OEH AN S
N, BRTHZHILRFZ L ABXEXAD S 52 2 HEEEIEA DB D
"ohE Lz,

Z D%, WHXHIC X2 EHHER. HERAEXYER Xy 712k 5H
BFRZEZHEHEROEIRN. AZoRFRROBMERYBITbh., HNS
PoFUIATBMUEAREL LB, ALHrRFEHAOPTRIEE
WDFE L, £y AMETARFIBRINZA YV FRTT «c A7V 2 HEH»
bbb, Ho7DT. XIFEIOHEDLDD XL,

ROL154FE H 25 2 7z LR EERER A 2. BIfE, 282 EIC573KHk
OO BEERRTPFZ2EE) Z&EL. KRZL100%2BRATVWET,

SRy, A¥rFEBLEr O - HEDDI L bIC, BHLREEEOR
FAR, FEOZHRE, BRERHORIERY, BERNE:Y bV —2
ZiE LD M2 B ED ThE 5,

OUIAA Webpage
https://alumni.ouic.okayama-u.ac.jp/news/3899/ (JP)

The Okayama University International Alumni Association held its 15th
General Meeting in a hybrid format on October 31.

The meeting was attended by International Alumni Association Chairperson
Yanping Guo, along with members from branches around the world. From
Okayama University, President Yasutomo Nasu, who serves as an advisor to
the association, Vice President Takayoshi Suzuki, who serves as Vice
Chairperson of the International Alumni Association (in charge of international
affairs and alumni), and Executive Director Seiji Suga (in charge of academic
affairs) were present.

In the opening remarks, Chairperson Guo highlighted the achievements of
alumni and the activities of various branches, expressing hopes for stronger
collaboration between Okayama University and its alumni branches.

Following this, reports were shared by overseas branches, and student staff

from the International Alumni Association introduced the activities of the
association’s office. Updates on the university’s latest developments were
also presented. Alumni from both Japan and abroad joined online, fostering
warm and friendly exchanges. Additionally, the newly established Sulawesi
Branch in Indonesia, founded in July of this year, formally announced its
launch.

Now in its 15th year, the Okayama University International Alumni
Association has established 57 branches (including 7 communication bases)
across 28 countries, with a membership exceeding 1,100.

Moving forward, the association aims to further strengthen ties between
the university and its alumni, while actively promoting initiatives such as
welcoming outstanding international students, facilitating student exchange
programs, and encouraging faculty and staff exchanges through its global
network.

https://alumni.ouic.okayama-u.ac.jp/en/news/3906/ (EN)

OUIAA
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Activites Organized by Student Staff
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In 2025-2026, OUIAA continued to organize student-led events to help
students and alumni connect and enjoy activities together. Some of the

main events were:

[ Kyobashi Morning Market (August 3, 2025): Students visited the
Kyobashi Morning Market, enjoyed a delicious breakfast and spent
time together exploring local food and culture.

e 7 Game Day 1 (January 22, 2026): Students joined board games and
group activities, making new friends and having fun together

e M Game Day 2 (July 9, 2026): Building on the success of the first
session, students came together for another game day, creating

opportunities for networking.

Through these events, OUIAA hopes to create enjoyable experiences

and strengthen connections among students and alumni.
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OUIAA

In terms of social media, OUIAA has leveraged platforms like Instagram
and Facebook to enhance engagement and keep members informed

about upcoming activities. Some of the key activities included:

e Student & alumni spotlights: featuring success stories, interviews and
achievements to inspire and connect the community.

e Famous people from Okayama University

¢ Photo, video and stories about university campus & its history

¢ Internship information updates in both Japan and overseas

¢ Scholarship information from Japanese government, university and
private foundation

¢ Insights about Japan’s job market for international students

e Events update at Okayama University (TEDx, GDG, World Kitchen,

Tsushima festival)

o
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FEMAY R FE151C K 20UTAA ® SNS 7 AV > + 7+ v v —EAHH -
® Facebook: 864%— 10464 (20254E~20264)

® Instagram: 1834 — 2554 (2025%4~2026%F)

Key account performance measures:
s® Facebook: 864 » 1046 followers (2025-2026)
s Instagram: 183 - 255 followers (2025-2026)

Through active social media engagement, OUIAA successfully expanded its
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reach, strengthened global alumni connections and provided a shared

environment for students navigating their academic and professional journeys.

Following the vision outlined in the International Alumni Association's April
2025 publication, “Future Vision and Strategy for Internationalization-Toward
2035”, OUIAA aims to build a valuable global network that connects Okayama
University students worldwide through its social media activities and events.

Our future activities will focus on:

1.Student Connection - Creating opportunities for Japanese and
international students to build friendships and professional
relationships through cultural exchange events, networking activities,
and collaborative projects, fostering a strong sense of belonging to
the Okayama University community.
.Regional Globalization - Strengthening collaboration among
students, local communities, and regional companies through
community engagement, industry partnerships, and career support,
contributing to the internationalization and sustainable development
of the Okayama region.
.Global Networking - Building an inclusive and sustainable worldwide
network that connects students and alumni beyond national borders,
ensuring that the diverse relationships and experiences cultivated at
Okayama University continue to grow throughout their lives.

w
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Message from the Student Staff
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OUIAA

Hi, this is Kha from OUIAA. As an OUIAA | | \
student staff, our main role is to keep the
student community connected by posting
university updates, alumni stories or job-
intern opportunities on social media, as
well as helping organize events.

Through these efforts, we hope to share with everyone little moments that

spark nostalgia, curiosity and a sense of belonging. Looking forward, | hope
to create a network for students and graduates to interact with each other so
that more and more students could gain valuable insights about their future
path from the alumni.

Hello, | am Tam, a student staff member of OUIAA. At
OUIAA, | am responsible for connecting international
students and alumni through OUIAA's social media
channels by sharing useful and interesting stories
about Okayama University and Japan. | also organize
activities that help international students expand their |
networks through OUIAA. 7 !

| hope these activities will strengthen the relat|onsh|p between
international students and Okayama University. By carrying out these
initiatives, | aspire to help OUIAA become a valuable international network
where students and alumni can exchange information, build meaningful
relationships, and support one another in their future careers.
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Request from the Executive Office (Secretariat)

HHRD 5D BEO Request from the Office
@ BHEMOEIIRNGE Y 2 EABRIBSHBRETEEELE IV, @ Please send your branch's activities and photos to the International

Alumni Association Secretariat. We will post them on our website or SNS.

R—ALR—VELESNSTIMAIHTVREEET, . ) o .
@ If there are any changes in your registered membership information,
€ FELMBBEINAE S THEFP TS, THERVEEVTVIR such as your address or contact information, due to your graduation or
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@ If you would like to contribute to building a network between current
students and alumni, please contact us.
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Please check here for the updated information on the
International Alumni Association.
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