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Chairperson’s Greetings
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As summer turns to autumn, I would like to take this opportunity to
extend my warmest greetings to you all.

First and foremost, I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to our
alma mater. Okayama University has not only opened the door to a vast
ocean of knowledge and laid the foundation for our academic pursuits,
but has also shown unwavering care for its alumni and provided
generous support for the establishment and development of the
Alumni Association. For this, we are deeply grateful.

I would also like to extend my sincere appreciation to all of our
alumni. Your enthusiastic participation, continued support, and
valuable input breathe life into the Alumni Association and serve as
the driving force behind its ongoing growth. In particular, I would like
to express my heartfelt thanks to our branch leaders, event organizers,
and all alumni who support us behind the scenes.

On November 1st last year, the 14th General Meeting of the Okayama
University International Alumni Association was successfully held
online. It was a wonderful opportunity for all of us to gain a deeper
understanding of the University’s remarkable progress over the past
year and the recent activities of the Okayama University International
Alumni Association.

I am also pleased to share some exciting news with you: this July, a
new alumni branch was officially launched in Indonesia. This further
energizes branch activities and brings even more color and diversity to
our global alumni network.

Many of you have achieved great success in your respective fields. I
encourage you to share your expertise, experiences, and life lessons, so
they may serve as valuable guidance for younger generations.

We remain dedicated to developing the Okayama University
International Alumni Association into an even more impactful,
vibrant, and welcoming global home for all Okayama University
alumni.

In closing, I would like to once again thank you for your continued
participation, trust, and support. May our alma mater continue to
shine brilliantly around the world and achieve even greater prosperity.
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I arrived in Okayama as a MEXT scholar in October 2006. My first
year, spent in the dormitory with fellow international students, was
unforgettable. During the Japanese language course, I formed lasting
friendships with peers from Germany, Vietnam, Russia, China,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Ghana, and Thailand—bonds that remain
strong to this day.

I have fond memories of the dedicated teachers, especially Sakai-
sensei, with whom I've stayed in regular contact. I'm al:l)so grateful to
Suzuki-sensei, a long-time friend of Serbia and a great supporter of
Serbian students at Okayama University.

My academic journey was enriched by working with my mentor,
Watanabe-sensei. We co-authored scientific papers and presented at
conferences in Tasmania, Hong Kong, and Tokyo. These experiences
deepened my expertise and helped me develop strong public speaking
skills—essential in my current role as a Solution Engineer in
international sales at Schneider Electric.

As the communication base coordinator in Novi Sad, I regularly
share my experiences and guide students interested in studying in
Japan. I stay connected with those who follow a similar path. Studying
at Okayama University was truly a life-changing experience, and I'm
deeply thankful to everyone who was part of that journey.
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Establishment of QUIAA Indonesia-Sulawesi Branch
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(1) ODAPUS : Okayama University Dental School Short-term-
Study- Abroad Program for Undergraduate Students

University O

1ational Alumni Association

On July 9, the inauguration ceremony for the Okayama University
International Alumni Association (OUIAA) Sulawesi Branch, the 56th
branch, was held at Hasanuddin University in Indonesia. Prof. Dr. Irfan
Sugianto, Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry, Hasanuddin University, was
appointed as the director.

President NASU Yasutomo and Vice President for International Affairs
and Alumni SUZUKI Takayoshi attended the event on behalf of Okayama
University. Approximately 30 people, including former international
students who studied at Okayama University and participants of the
ODAPUS Program (Note 1), gathered to celebrate the establishment of the
branch.

In a congratulatory address, Mr. Rudy Jamaluddin from the Sulawesi
Branch of the Indonesian Alumni Association of Japan (PERSADA)
expressed his congratulations on the establishment of the new branch and
his hopes for further development of mutual exchange. Following that,
Prof. Dr. Sharifuddin, who studied at Okayama University 40 years ago,
shared photos and memories of his time in Okayama. The audience
listened attentively, reminiscing about the past and their own experiences
in Okayama.

President NASU expressed his heartfelt gratitude to all those who have
contributed to student and academic exchanges over the years and shared
his enthusiasm for continuing and strengthening these ties in the future.
Vice President SUZUKI presented an overview of the current state of
Okayama University, incorporating latest photos, which prompted
attendees to reflect fondly on their study in Japan experiences.

Okayama University will continue to foster and strengthen its ties with
international alumni by actively utilizing this robust network to promote
the recruitment of excellent international students, student exchange
programs, and academic collaborations among faculty and staff members.

(Note 1) ODAPUS: Okayama University Dental School Short-term-Study-
Abroad (Exchange) Program for Undergraduate Students
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Report on OUIAA 14th General Meeting
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OUIAA Webpage
https://alumni.ouic.okayama-u.ac.jp/news/3322/

Yasutomo Nasu
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On November 1, 2024, the 14th General Meeting of the Okayama
University International Alumni Association was held in a hybrid format.
The meeting was attended by Prof. Guo Yanping, President of the
International Alumni Association, along with members from branches
around the world. From Okayama University, President Yasutomo Nasu
(Advisor to the International Alumni Association), Vice President
Takayoshi Suzuki (in charge of International and Alumni Affairs and Vice
President of the Association), and Executive Director for Education Seiji
Suga participated in the event.

In her opening remarks, Prof. Guo highlighted the accomplishments of
alumni and the ongoing activities of the branches. She expressed her
hopes for strengthening the collaboration between Okayama University
and each of the alumni association’s regional branches.

The meeting featured reports on recent activities from overseas
branches, an introduction to alumni activities by student staff of the
International Alumni Association, and updates on the latest developments
at Okayama University. Around 30 alumni from both Japan and abroad
joined the meeting online, spending a warm and enjoyable time together.

Now in its 13th year, the Okayama University International Alumni
Association has established 55 branches (including 7 communication
bases) across 28 countries and has approximately 1,100 members. Going
forward, the association will continue to strengthen ties between the
university and its alumni, utilizing its strong global network to support the
recruitment of outstanding international students, promote student
exchange programs, and realize future exchanges among faculty and staff.
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Activites Organized by Student Staff
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VISITING TO OKAYAMA
KIYOBASHI MORNING MARKET
TOGETHER WITH OUIAA

In 2024-2025, OUIAA has actively engaged students in organizing

various events to strengthen connections among student and alumni

bodies. Some key initiatives included:

™ Art & Culture Tour: a student-led initiative exploring Japanese arts
and heritages at Kurashiki’s old street
& Tea Ceremony Workshop: students collaborated with Sado club at
university to experience and learn the art of Japanese tea ceremonies.
= Kyobashi Morning Market Adventure with OUIAA!: Together with
students, we have visited Kiyobashi Morning Market and started the
day with the delicious breakfast.
Through these events, OUIAA hopes to provide valuable learning

experiences and networking opportunities among students and alumni.
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KYOBASHI MORNING MARKET
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In terms of social media, OUIAA has leveraged platforms like

Instagram and Facebook to enhance engagement and keep members

informed about upcoming activities. Some of the key activities included:

Student & alumni spotlights: featuring success stories, interviews and
achievements to inspire and connect the community.

Famous people from Okayama University

o  Photo, video and stories about university campus & its history
o HAMNDA Y R—v Ty TER . FEMICEHDOA Y2 -2y FEE o Internship information updates in both Japan and overseas
R, « Scholarship information from Japanese government, university and
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private foundation
Insights about Japan’s job market for international students
Events update at Okayama University (TEDx, GDG, World Kitchen,

Tsushima festival)

e
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Key account performance measures:
# Facebook: 822 => 864 followers (Jan - Jun 2025)
# Instagram: 136 =>183 followers (Jan - May 2025)

Through active social media engagement, OUIAA successfully expanded its
reach, strengthened global alumni connections and provided a shared
environment for students navigating their academic and professional

journeys.
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OUIAA, guided by the vision for the International Alumni Association
formulated in April 2025 (“Future Vision and Strategy for
Internationalization — Toward 2035 —”), is working to become a university
that will be cherished for many years to come.

Our key initiatives are:

1. Regional Engagement - Strengthening collaboration with local
communities, contributing to internationalization and revitalization,
and enhancing Okayama University’s presence as a trusted and value-
creating institution.

2. Student Involvement - Recognizing students as associate members of
the alumni association from the time of enrollment, fostering a strong
sense of belonging and affection for Okayama University, while
reinforcing alumni networks.

3. Global Networking - Reviewing the organizational structure to enable
broader, inclusive networks that transcend nationality, ensuring that the
diversity cultivated during students’ time at Okayama University
continues to thrive after graduation.
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Message from the Student Staff
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Hi, this is Kha from OUIAA. As an OUIAA
student staff, our main role is to keep the
student community connected by posting
university updates, alumni stories or job-
intern opportunities on social media, as

well as helping organize events.
Through these efforts, we hope to share with everyone little moments that
spark nostalgia, curiosity and a sense of belonging. Looking forward, I hope
to create a network for students and graduates to interact with each other so
that more and more students could gain valuable insights about their future
path from the alumni.
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DILYORAKHON Akramjonova | Uzbekistan | Discovery Program for Global Learners
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Hello! My name is Dilyora, and I currently serve as a
student staff member at the Okayama University
International Alumni Association (OUIAA). My main
responsibilities include managing the official OUTAA
website and social media channels, as well as
planning and organizing various events that aim to
connect current students—both domestic and |

international—with alumni across the globe.
Moving forward, I aspire to continue contributing to the growth and

connectivity of the Okayama University community by combining an
international perspective with creativity and empathy.
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Request from the Executive Office (Secretariat)

HRH S DBV Request from the Office
q
QL EROIRHIRI 2 ¥ 2 EERIEBAER R T TBEEL I, @ Please send your branch's activities and photos to the International
T AR— U ETIISNST O STV & 2T, Alumni Association Secretariat. We will post them on our website or SNS.

@If there are any changes in your registered membership information,
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NS Association Secretariat as soon as possible.

OHE, EFELABELD v b7 —IHICHI L 72WTiE. B OHY  @If you are an international student currently enrolled at Okayama

JAAN S 72w, University and would like to contribute to building a network between
current students and alumni, please contact us.

such as your address or contact information, due to your graduation or
transfer to a new workplace, please contact International Alumni

OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
INTERNATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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