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Retirement Greetings
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New Chairperson's Inaugural Greetings
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Prof. Guo Yanping

In my tenure as the Chairperson of Okayama University International Alumni
Association (OUIAA), my motto towards the OUIAA and Okayama University
(OU) is “Commitment”. The Executive Board, with the full support of the hard-
working secretariat team, has committed ourselves to further propagation of
OUIAA works globally. The big challenge was the corona epidemic which has
curtained us in the organization of physical meetings and conferences which are
instrumental in producing strong connections between the Alumni members of
various branches. In spite of the difficulties, OUIAA has managed to move on
using digital technology. We have managed to publish three Newsletters
Numbers 14, 15 and 16. We decided on social media networking for
connectivity between the alumni members throughout the world. The OUIAA
website, Facebook, and Instagram have been constructed with well-designed
pages with attractive looks. Many events using digital technology have been
successfully carried out. The information exchange meetings between the
alumni of the overseas branches and the current students that been carried out
and had identified future OUIAA activities.

Also, the yoga event was successfully carried out to commemorate
International Yoga Day. Study in Japan Seminar and Multi Culture Food Event
was also celebrated with great success. The 12th General Assembly was held
successfully as a hybrid event. We, the Alumni of Okayama University must
join hands and work together in the building of a new normal life as OUIAA
members are groups of talented persons trained and groomed by the OU,
residing and working in different parts of the world.

I strongly regard OUIAA as a vehicle for promoting “education to young
leaders to become leaders of tomorrow”. With those words, I would like to wish
success to Okayama University for its relentless work to provide excellent
education to all overseas students.

My name is Guo Yanping, the Director of the Changchun Branch in China and
the Vice Chairperson of the Okayama University International Alumni
Association. I have been appointed as the Chairperson of the Okayama University
International Alumni Association since April this year. My connection with the
Okayama University International Alumni Association began when I attended the
inaugural meeting of the Okayama University International Alumni Association in
October 2011, after having studied at the Faculty of Letters of Okayama
University from 1992 to 1994. At the venue, international alumni from all over the
world gathered to talk and deepen friendships, and the atmosphere was covered
with a lively "harmony" that gave me a sense of the international perspective of
Okayama University as it moves forward into the world. With this connection, The
Changchun Branch was established in August 2012, and I have served as Branch
Director for 11 years and as Vice Chairperson of the International Alumni
Association for two terms of four years.

During these 13 years, I have witnessed the growth and development of the
Okayama University International Alumni Association and strengthened our ties
with Okayama University. In assuming the position of Chairperson of Okayama
University International Alumni Association, I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the university community and the International Alumni Association
Secretariat for their trust in me. I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to
the alumni of the various chapters for their cooperation and support.

The International Alumni Association is a network of people who studied at
Okayama University and is a gathering of alumni from all over the world.
Currently, 55 branches and offices have been established around the world. The
purpose of the International Alumni Association is to promote friendship and
information exchange among its members and to contribute to the development of
the Association and Okayama University. In accordance with this constitution, we,
alumni from all over the world, will continue to join hands to promote friendship
and exchange among alumni, learn from each other, and work together with you
for the further development of our alma mater. We look forward to your continued
cooperation and support.

> OUIAA %%7
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List of International Alumni Association Officials
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Guo Yanping Chinese
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Past Director,

Changchun Branch, OUIAA
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Director,

Indonesia Branch, OUIAA
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Vice President for International
Affairs and Alumni, Okayama
University
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Bt Director,

Institute of Global Human Resource
Development,

Okayama University
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Associate Professor, Institute of
Global Human Resource Development,
Okayama University
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Associate Professor, Institute of
Global Human Resource Development,
Okayama University
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Chief, Global Discovery Office,
Okayama University
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List of International Alumni Association Officials
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Okayama University
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A newly built beautiful wooden
architecture at Okayama University
Tsushima Campus!
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Report on OUIAA 12th General Meeting
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OUIAA Webpage
https://alumni.ouic.okayama-u.ac.jp/news/3322/

On October 21, 2022, the 12th General Meeting of the Okayama University
International Alumni Association was held successfully. The meeting was held in
the conference room of Okayama University and via zoom for the international
members and alumni. This year, the Chairman of OUIAA, Dr. Myo Khin was
invited to Okayama from Myanmar to attend the meeting in person.

Prior to the General Meeting, the 34th Executive Board Meeting was held. One of
the main agendas of this meeting was to elect the new board members of OUIAA
as this year was the end of the term period of the current members. In the General
Meeting, the Chairperson of OUIAA, Dr. Myo Khin, and the President of
Okayama University, Prof. Makino Hirofumi welcomed all the participants with
warm regards. Followed by this, the Chairman of Alumni Okayama University,
Mr. Keiichi Konaga also expressed his greetings.

There were five main agendas presented in the General Meeting. The first two
agendas, the Selection of the Executive Board Members for 2023 April - 2025
March, and the Appointment of the Project Professor and Special Ambassador of
the Institute of Global Human Resource Development at Okayama University were
presented by the Vice-Chairperson of OUIAA, Prof. Takayoshi Suzuki. For the
third agenda of the Activity Report from the branch, Ms. Yang Hongjun, director
of the OUTAA Central China branch presented the activities of her branch and
talked about strengthening the relations with Okayama University and OUIAA.
Agenda four, 2022 OUIAA Activity was presented by one of the student staff
members of OUTAA. In this presentation, various events and activities carried out
from March 2022 to June 2022 for the international students at Okayama
University and the alumni were presented. A small film down the memory lane of
these events was also presented which was prepared by the student staff members.
Finally, agenda five on the Status of the University was presented by Prof. Suzuki.

After all the agendas were being presented, the concluding remarks of the 12th
General Meeting of Okayama University International Alumni Association were
given by Prof. Hiroaki Funahashi, the Executive Director and Executive Vice-
President of Okayama University. The meeting ended in a friendly atmosphere.

Okayama University International Alumni Association will continue to work hard
to build a strong platform for the alumni and to acquire young alumni in the
association. OUIAA looks forward to the continued support, dedication, and
collaboration toward the common goals and objectives of the association and its
alumni.

Genenal Mlecting 2022
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OUIAA Branch Activities Report
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Okayama University International Alumni Association (OUIAA) held a virtual meeting, May 28, 2022. In this event, twenty-five Indonesian alumni living in Indonesia and overseas
gathered virtually and discussed the future plan for the OUIAA — Indonesia Branch. The virtual meeting consisted of three sessions, viz. a motivational lecture from a senior alumnus, an
introduction of the OUIAA - Indonesia Branch committees, and a discussion. In the discussion session, most of the alumni shared their experiences and their hopes for the OUIAA —
Indonesia Branch future. A warm and lively discussion make all of the alumni enjoy this event.

On June 25, 2022, Okayama University International Alumni Association (OUIAA) — Indonesia Branch held the first “Alumni Webinar Series” program. In this webinar, the speaker
introduced her Plant Pathology laboratory at Okayama University. This event was attended virtually by more than 30 people, including students and alumni of Okayama University from
Indonesia, scientists, and teachers from many campuses/schools in Indonesia. One of the audience expressing her feeling after participating in this event. She was very interested and enjoyed
the presentation. This webinar is an important event for alumni to disseminate their knowledge. Also, it is hoped that this event will become a bridge that strengthens good relations between
Indonesia and Japan.

On June 18, 2022, as part of the 40th anniversary of Eastern Policy, Alumni Look East Policy Society (ALEPS), Okayama University International Alumni Association Malaysia Branch ,
and JASSO Malaysia collaborated in a seminar attended by Professor Takayoshi Suzuki, Vice President for International Affairs, and Associate Professor Eiko Ushida, both faculty members
of Okayama University, and four Malaysian students from Okayama University, who presented their experiences as exchange students in Japan. The Alumni Association Malaysia Branch
was also very supportive of the Study in Japan Seminar and will continue to work together to promote Malaysian students to study in Japan in the future.
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Cultural Exchange Activities with International Students
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From March to June 2022, OUIAA hosted several events to provide opportunities for international students to
interact with Japanese students and experience different cultures at Okayama University. This is a unique opportunity
not only for the international students at Okayama University but also for the Japanese students to interact with each
other. In March and April, the OUTAA staff attended the graduation and entrance ceremonies of Okayama University,
where we had the opportunity to actively interact with international students and promote our association with the
graduates and the new entrants. In April and April, we held an event themed "Finding Okayama Karuta". During this
event, international students were able to experience the unique culture of Okayama, which is different from other
regions, and the event was very well received by everyone. In May, we held the "Japanese Traditional Games" event
in collaboration with a local junior high school. Thanks to careful explanations by Junior high school students,
international students were able to experience and enjoy traditional Japanese games. In June, an international student
and our OUIAA student staff, Ms. Rutuja Borhade joined the Japanese and International students as the yoga
instructor for the first-ever Yoga Event at Okayama University on the occasion of International Yoga Day 2022.
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Alumni Spotlight

Syaefudin Suminto

Bogor City, located around 60 km south of Jakarta, national capital of Indonesia

Assistant Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences,
Institut Pertanian Bogor (IPB) University

I have many unforgettable memories when studying at Okayama University. Since I and my wife are studying for Ph.D.
together at Okayama University, every morning we take our children to go to school. During holidays, we often travel and
have picnics in the playgrounds around Okayama (e.g. kodomo no mori, taiyo no oka park, omocha no oukoku). We spent
our time enjoying the scenery and learning Japanese culture, also seeing the change of ginko leaves color and sakura
blooms at Okayama University, which is so beautiful. The happiness of my family is the most beautiful memory that I
always remember until now. There are many experiences I got at Okayama University that influenced the way I think and
act in my professional life as a lecturer and researcher at Institut Pertanian Bogor University. I learned a lot from the . .

professors at Okayama University how they manage the laboratory, how they guide students so they can carry out research Syaefudln Suminto

well, and how they teach students to be able to write qualified papers.
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Leiden, the Netherlands o %ﬁ‘ A (
Lecturer Japanese at Hogeschool Rotterdam ® % N

e Ef
My best memories are connected to spending time with other foreign students, and often, teachers. Even today, I think %
my classmates from my first year in Okayama. We were all from different countries: I am originally from Serbia; there
was a Polish girl, one from Mongolia, and one from Turkey. There were other foreign students who took only some
Japanese classes. Most of them were Asians, and the rest of us were jealous of their knowledge of kanji. My dearest
memory is going to flower viewing (Hanami) in Okayama. My classmates and our Japanese teacher, Tsutsumi sensei
would accompany us. We all brought some food and drinks (I brought umeshu, my favorite). We drank and laughed
surrounded by beauty—there was a carpet of sakura petals on the ground, and the whiteness around us was almost
blinding. This experience is one of the reasons that Okayama, even now, feels like home. Studying at Okayama
University was an incredible learning experience. I had first-class teachers. Yamauchi-sensei and Tsutsumi-sensei taught
me Japanese. The atmosphere in the classes was relaxed, with a lot of interaction. Being a Japanese teacher myself, I use a
lot of their tools in the classroom. Another teacher I learned a lot from is Yamamoto-sensei. A true expert in his field, he
was also open to learning new things, often asking students for their opinions. This is the type of teacher and person I am
striving to be.
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Future Activities
B2 EERZEL (OUIAA) 2% HE|E % ke L_— JDSNSH ¥ The Okayama University International Alumni Association will keep

. N actively using the homepage and SNS to share information about the “Now”
ERMAVCIEA L. 191 ORILAFEZRFEL T ERT, k. RLFHR of Okayama University. The International Alumni Association will also do

3. ARAERLOBREEDBEDICEY S54SR WERRESSDE R £ its best to support the building of stronger ties between Alumni through

. online connections and other activities.

NTFR=-PLTOEET, We look forward to continuing to plan events and social meetings with
ZLT, ABE0ARLT. ZhLSREROME L 2o T 2412 current students and alumni in order to create good memories of Okayama
. . - e s s University for the International students, who will become future members
HIRFED RNEBW AT S & S IAEFA L FIRA L —HI A N> P i g of the International Alumni Association. We will continue to send out
EHLTWEET, BHERPMRKOEH =2 — 22 HRPORIZBEIZHEEL information about studying abroad and the latest news from Okadai
” Okayama University) to Alumni around the world. For that, we hope to
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receive your continued support.
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Use of Homepage and SNS
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F7 ANV P OBTFEEISPHE TR L. Instagram$Facebookrs ] ~ BEY |-
EDTHY Y N THETH LT, he AR— VRSNSOI ERILL % Sgs | o) BR=

2022wsBass | o0
W —BRAocaSARE

L7z ZMEDPBHE. [ELhokl LVIFE WELEEELE, 58
b, SNSEIEHA LI 274 DIEKREHIELE T,
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Sazr—yaryiIRhEEHA, OUIAATIX, Fv U NARNDA T T4
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Event Photos k5 v, BB HATOE T, Event Brochures

— d The Okayama University International Alumni Association (OUIAA) has held
- several online and in-person events and activities to provide opportunities for the <054
:::;::::T international students at Okayama University to experience Japanese culture, in a %Q;#@%

T hope that the international students along with Japanese students and the alumni y mxs P /

can communicate better and share various experiences together.

We also strengthened the use of our Homepage and SNS by recording the events
with images and videos and sharing them on our social media accounts such as
Instagram and Facebook. We also received timely feedback from the participants
saying they enjoyed the events. We further look forward to enlarging our
community on the SNS.

With COVID-19 raging, online communication is still essential, and OUIAA is

— actively working to expand connections between current students and alumni on
SNsmnPslﬁ i
the campus as well as through online channels.

Instagram

SNS Delivery Contents
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Message from the Student Staff

Fhld. 2022848 D 52023538 £ TOUIAAICFIBL TVWE LTce BEETHZI L. TLTIEIEWEHEEL THOBFELATAEEE
SIEEOhEIWRERLICIE. BLLWREVEED F LT, fAld. BIALBAL. Th2ADERICBIEZAEZADSHEZITVLIL
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I was a part of OUIAA from April 2022 to March 2023. Being an international student and having an opportunity to bring other international as well as Japanese
students together through various events and activities was a pleasant learning experience. As the parting message, I only want to say that let us live in a way that
we can make our surroundings a happy and peaceful place to live for everyone!

BILNT - WM % - VT 2a |42 F | JA-NIL s FARANY— - TOTS L
BORHADE Rutuja Mangesh | INDIA | Discovery Program for Global Learners

ZOVERM, BPECKROBRERMT 5 Z L C2NZRCLTEE LD, SREBIDZOBFPENZOFEEHCaIIY PL TSI R
WL TWET, ERTORBEPERTOBPT T, AZy 7L LTOWEHEZRELD I TEE L, RYURXHHPE S TXWVELE,

‘We have done our best to provide international students with opportunities for exchange over the past year, and we hope that more international students will

commit to this activity in the future. I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to my colleagues and seniors in the International Affairs Department for all the
fun we had.

B/ BHO\Y x| PE | REEGRFHRE
PAN Shijun | CHINA | Graduate School of Environmental and Life Science

. OUIAA %;&/‘
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Request from the Executive Office (Secretariat)

EERISOBEV Request from the Office

QLT HDIEFIRMN A Y 2 EBRFAERLEBRB T TBEEL IV, @ Please senSd your branch's activilieshand photos tobthe Imesrnastional Alumni
N N . Association Secretariat. We will post them on our website or SNS.
— Q& — - e A~ - S
=LA /\ - VER 5iS)N%“F b ,’ﬁﬁ)[fé :E"C W7z 7’\_“ EE3 . R @If there are any changes in your registered membership information, such as
QEEDRMGENCHE S THEATP LS, TERVEEVTVIR your address or contact information, due to your graduation or transfer to a
BERCEELZDD E L5, ELrCEHBREZZXFEEKR % T JEE new workplace, please contact International Alumni Association Secretariat as
IR soon as possible.

@1f you are an international student currently enrolled at Okayama University
2 A 2% 2y - cH - .
OBUE, EFECFABELD 2y b Y- ZWECHRL 2V, €0 and would like to contribute to building a network between current students

HBER/ANTHEE L RV, and alumni, please contact us.

OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
INTERNATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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NEW PR DRANCH
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. 2020

BRVWabHLE U2 ] WEBSITE

https://alumni.ouic.okayama-u.ac.jp/

RLALERE (ERAZREHER)
T700-8530 FILRMLFILRZEHR2 -1 -1 (@) INsSTAGRAM

X —)V: ouiaa@adm.okayama-u.ac.jp (Couizalokay = o e i

FAX: 086-252-5022 K raceBook

=4 =53 ~ = N Iﬂ”—lﬁ?@l‘?l_]‘m:ﬁ/
wEENE = ODHi%ﬂﬁ%&_.% CHHH 0 THER S IEI W, Okayama University
Please check here for the updated information on the International International AlumniAsso ciati0n| OUIAA

Alumni Association.
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