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Greetings from the Chairperson
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This year is a remarkable year as we are celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the founding of the Okayama University International Alumni Association (OUIAA). Since its inception,
OUIAA links the Okayama University with the global society as many of our alumni members are distributed in various countries of the world. In recent years, Okayama University is
promoting an (SDG)-centered approach while undertaking initiatives intended to build a stronger and more unified partnership with local and international communities.

This includes SDG-13 initiative which is to “Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts”. As we all are aware of the global environment is deteriorating day by day
because of the threats imposed by its own inhabitants. Over the centuries, human beings are trying to improve the quality of their lives by inventing new machines, tools and technology.
However, they have been ignorant of the side effects from those productions and inventions on the nature.

As a return of what we have taken, the earth has given us environmental problems including global warming, pollution, deforestation, and more. These problems cannot be tackled by a
nation alone as they are transnational in nature, that require responsibility of global citizens. There are numerous actions that individuals or society could take to tackle the natural
environmental problems. As members of OUIAA, we should join the University and the Global Initiatives to lessen the negative impact on the environment by making changes in our
daily lives such as using recycled products; reducing food waste; turning off lights, heat or air conditioning when they are not in use; and using bicycles or public transportation for travel.

OUIAA
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Message from the Vice President for International Affairs
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Since April 1st, 2021, I have been appointed to a vice president (in charge of
international affairs) and a director of Institute of Global Human Resource
Development.

The COVID-19 infection, which was first detected in Japan in early 2020,
continues to spread throughout the world, producing one mutant strain after
another. In the meantime, Okayama University also needed various measures to
prevent the spread of infection, which greatly hindered education, research and
international exchange. In particular, restrictions on movement between
countries and the strengthening of border measures have had a significant impact
on international students. Many of them have been admitted but are still unable
to travel to Japan, and some others have given up on coming to Japan. At
present, in order not to discourage international students to study abroad, we are
continuing our "efforts not to stop students from learning" by utilizing online
classes and virtual research guidance.

On the other hand, the deterioration of the global environment is progressing
independently of the coronavirus, and the challenges facing humanity are
becoming more complex. The achievement of the SDGs promoted by our
university is an essential milestone for ‘planetary health’. In order to achieve this
goal, it is necessary to develop the next generation of human resources who have
an excellent sense of the international community, a broad perspective, and
practical skills. To this end, the role of Okayama University International
Alumni Associations has become increasingly important. Together with
OUIAA, we hope to produce global human resources from Okayama University
who will be active in the society of the near future. Thank you for your
continuous support and cooperation.
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Report on the 11th General Meeting of Okayama University International Alumni Association
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The International Alumni Association, welcoming our 10th anniversary this
year, held the 11th General Meeting online on Friday, December 10, 2021 due to
the impact of the Covid-19. Following the opening a greeting by Dr. Myo Khin,
the President of the International Alumni Association, Dr.Hirofumi Makino, the
President of Okayama University, Mr. Keiichi Konaga, the President of the
Alumni Association of Okayama University, and Mr. Masumi Oka, the first
advisor of the International Alumni Association, gave their congratulatory
speeches.

At the general meeting, a memorial video of the 10th anniversary was displayed
by the international student staff, and then Assoc. Prof. Kim Hye-Sook, Public
Relations Executive of the International Alumni Association, gave a report on
the progress of the 10th anniversary and future activities. In addition, Dr.He
Feifang, Professor of Okayama University and Director of the East China
Branch, gave a special word of encouragement for the future activities of the
Alumni Association. As a report of the information exchange meeting between
the alumni of the overseas branches and the current students, which was held
prior to the General Meeting, we received reports from the Vietnam Branch (Dr.
Duong Thanh Hai,President of the Vietnam Branch), the China Joint Branch (
Ms. Xu Han, a member of the Shanghai Branch), the Indonesia Branch ( Ms.
Peni Astrini Notodarmojo, a current student of Indonesia), and the Dhaka
Branch (Prof.Harunor Rashid Khan, President of the Dhaka Branch).They
presented the results of their discussions on future alumni association activities.
Vice President for International Affairs Prof. Takayoshi Suzuki gave a report on
the situation at Okayama University, and the General Meeting was concluded
with closing remarks by Prof. Hiroaki Funahashi, Director and Executive Vice
President of Okayama University. There was a lively exchange of opinions and
information that will lead to a new era of international alumni association
activities, and the international alumni network was further strengthened.
«Attending Branches (10 branches, 16 members)

Shanghai Branch: 3, Changchun Branch: 1, Dhaka Branch: 2, East China
Branch: 1, Beijing Branch: 1, Myanmar Branch: 1, Mandalay Branch: 4,

Vietnam Branch: 1, Indonesia Branch: 1, Busan Branch: 1
% Total number of attendees: about 37 (including guests and people from
Okayama University)
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Report on the 10th Anniversary of the founding of International Alumni Association Z —_——
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Congratulatory message on the 10th Anniversary

2y HHEZH XK Korean Branch Director
\\.,:4 Prof. An Yunsook
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I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the people involved who have

worked so hard for the establishment and development of the Okayama University
International Alumni Association.
From now on, with the expectation of 20 or 100 years of growth, all of us alumni of
the Korean Branch will continue to work for the development of the International
Alumni Association. It is my honor to congratulate you on the 10th anniversary and
to share the joy with you.

Xy H%4 %#E  Dhaka Branch Director
Prof. Md. HARUNOR RASHID KHAN

The Okayama University International Alumni Association (OUIAA) celebrated its
10th anniversary on October 22, 2021. The association was founded in the year 2011
as the “International Student Alumni Association”. It has 55 branches (including 7
communication bases) around the world. Currently, there are approximately 1,100
members, creating a network of people of all ages. We would like to thank all of our
members once again for their cooperation and support.

In October, the website of OUIAA was renewed. Further, we are also working hard to
do many activities by using social media for its promotion. In December, we held the
11th General Meeting (online). Many alumni attended the meeting, and we reflected
on the progress of our 10th anniversary. We also held an online pre-event prior to the
General Meeting.

As we celebrate our 10th anniversary, we will continue to report on our activities and
hold social events to connect with you all more closely. So, please feel free to tell us
about your recent activities and your local branches’ activities to the executive office.
We look forward to seeing you again in person in the near future.

FU % K Chile Branch Director
Prof. Luis Felipe Jimenez Squella
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The OUIAA plays a very important role in maintaining and fostering a spirit of
collaboration and commitment among its members. From the remote southern
lands of South America, Chile, I send an affectionate greeting to all the members
and the board of directors of the prestigious OUIAA together with the best

congratulations.
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We the OUIAA members here in Bangladesh are working together to uphold the benefit of alumni network.
On behalf of the OUIAA Dhaka Branch, I would like to extend my heartiest gratitude to the Japanese people due to their generous support, and express my deepest respects
and best wishes to the Hon’ble President, Deans, Academicians, Staff, Students, and Alumni of the Okayama University. Special thanks and regards are due to the President
and Secretary of the OUIAA, and the organizers associated with the publication of this newsletter. God bless us and save us all! Take care!

7 VA RE
r— The Netherlands Branch Director
Mr.Matthieu Rood
EBEDOED & 2 LR HMICEH B L LT E 5,
BEQHFIEATIIRAICTE S ZLIFBOATVE T, ZORNER
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We would like to thank everyone for the years of fruitful cultural exchange. Even
though the current world circumstances limit all of us in what we can do, we hope
we can continue to work together to full effect in the future once this is all behind us.
Here's to many more fun years to come.

< XL —%# ik Mandalay Branch Director

“ Prof.Mya Mya Aye
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I really appreciate for success of 10th anniversary celebration.

OUIAA
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Belgrade Branch Director
Prof. Dalibor Klickovic
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I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the 10th anniversary of the
International Alumni Association. The fact that we will be celebrating our 10th
anniversary in October of 2021 makes me once again aware of the gratitude of the
International Alumni Association and its great significance and role. I would like to
wish the staff and members of the International Alumni Association continued growth
and good health.

XAy —IDEFZHH LD ZEIEX W
Please check here for the full message.
https://ouintalumni.wixsite.com/congratulation
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Exchange meeting with international students
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On November 12, 2021, the Okayama University International Alumni Association held an exchange meeting for international students at the Institute of Plant Science and Resources,
Okayama University. This meeting was held to promote networking and information exchange among international students since their enrollment at the university. Furthermore, on
January 21, 2022, an online exchange meeting for international students was held for those who are unable to come to Japan due to the COVID-19 pandemic and also for those who have
many concerns about their academics and daily life difficulties.

Through the exchange meeting, the students were able to experience Japanese culture and obtained useful information about the life of international students at Okayama University in
terms of academics and daily life. Above all, the exchange party was a lively event that transcended nationalities and provided an opportunity to deepen understanding of different
cultures and friendship among international students.

The Okayama University International Alumni Association will continue to hold international exchange events in the future to promote international student networking and study at
Okayama University.

ZTLARY D - HHRRBRZDOHAEICOWT

Pre-event - Information Exchange Meeting
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In commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the Okayama University International Alumni
Association (OUIAA), an Information Exchange Meeting between alumni and current students was
held on December 8, 2021.

Under the theme of "Alumni Association Activities for the New Normal Era", eight branches
participated in the meeting which included Dhaka Branch, China Joint Branch, Korea Joint Branch,
Vietnam Branch, Egypt Branch, Afghanistan Branch, Indonesia Branch, and Laos Branch.

Each branch discussed the future activities of the Alumni Association, and suggested cultural and
academic exchange events, study abroad experiences, and international student employment webinars.
In addition to face-to-face meetings, we hope to plan online exchange events that can be attended by
many beyond distance and time in order to connect alumni all over the world.

ekozakti
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Future activities

FILREEBRFRZARIISH ST EHE, K— L= I PSNSK & & B I TG The Okayama University International Alumni Association will keep actively using

L. ™) OFILAZERRELTVWEES, £/, R2HEBEIE. AEERToRE lll;ﬁivf:r):in?page and SNS to share information about the “Now” of Okayama

EDBTDITE Y 74 VERAWERRAFOEMZ 2N THR—- P LTVEET, The International Alumni Association will also do its best to support the building of

ZUT. AEEDAE BT, Zih b FEE2OME L 75T < B LA stronger ties between Alumni through online connections and other activities. We
- A - look forward to continuing to plan events and social events with current students in

DRVWEWHEAERS LS ICTEPE L —BICA XY PRZRRZRW L TWEE T, B order to create good memories of Okayama University for the International students,

EIERPH RO = 2 — A HRPORBECHEE L TVEETOT, 51 EHEIS who'will become futu.re memb.ers of the Imcrﬂational Alumni Association. We will
continue to send out information about studying abroad and the latest news from
ROBES L BENLET, Okadai (Okayama University) to Alumni around the world. For that, we hope to

receive your continued support.
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Renewal of the homepage and use of SNS
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The official website of the Okayama University International Alumni Association has
been completely renewed as of October 1, 2021. In this renewal, not only the design
but also the contents of each page have been enhanced. For example, we have added a
branch map and a page dedicated to each branch. We are looking forward to receiving
information from each branch in the future.

BLUXEEREES/ In addition, we have created a new ‘topics page’, a page of useful information for
Okayama University international students, and a Chinese page in order to support other languages. In
International Alumni addition to updating our official website, we also regularly post information on social
m’ Association - OUIAA media such as Instagram, Facebook, WeChat, and Weibo.
@OUInternational AlumniAssociation At a time when online communication has become indispensable due to the Covid-19, "
the International Alumni Association is actively working to expand the connection
1 613" A 6“‘3 between current students and alumni through online activities. mWebsite nFacebook nlnstagram
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A word from the student staff
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I became a student staff member of International Alumni Association in May 2021. As a current international student, I strive to
support other international students in their studies and daily life while at school. I will also do my best to promote communication
among alumni and between alumni and current international students.

TIY s Fac Y — - B 2018 A
NGUYEN KIM LY - Department of Economics - Entering in 2018
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Step by step, let us build a platform for communicating with international students so that we can plant seeds in the first year, water
them in the second year, and make them bloom in the third year.

T 8 - BEFEARE 20209 A%
Xu Han - Graduate School of Education - Entering in 2020

OUIAA
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Request from the Executive Office (Secretariat)

HER» 5D BBV Request from the Office
QLY EOIEHUM A Y 2 ERARAHBREETCEEE L3 0, @ Please send your branch's activities and photos to the International Alumni

o as N N Association Secretariat. We will post them on our website or SNS.
A= ARV FLESNSTIRASETVLLE X, @ If there are any changes in your registered membership information, such as

QR MBB I S TEFTP TERLE, \fﬁﬁ W72ZZWTWBE  your address or contact information, due to your graduation or transfer to a new
BEMCEZENRDDELES, HPrICHBERERELER T JHK workplace, please contact International Alumni Association Secretariat as soon
CEE N as possible.

@ If you are an international student currently enrolled at Okayama University
NV pavs < 4 ] 2%
OBUE, FILRPIAERE S N ENELLEON T EFL L ABLE L O and would like to contribute to building a network between current students and

2y P —ZHEICHEM L2 WHER, TOHEBRAZEE L Z X0, alumni, please contact us.

OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
INTERNATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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Okayama University International Alumni Association

Okayama Univ.

Interastional X ERRIBROEHITHRE 25 505 THRE EE W,

Alumni Association ” ; :
Please check here for the updated information of International Alumni Association.

BEwaDE: R Website:  https://alumni.ouic.okayama-u.ac.jp/
RIS (BRI b)) Facebook: RIlIk*#EpERIZ2/Okayama University

T700-8530 RS LmAER A2 -1 -1
Email : ouiaa@adm.okayama-u.ac.jp
TEL: 086-251-7047 FAX: 086-252-5022

OUIAA
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International Alumni Association - OUIAA
Instagram: ouiaa - okayama - university
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