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Myo Khin, Chairperson, Okayama University International Alumni Association

| took office as Chairperson of the
Okayama University International Alumni
Association (QUIAA) in 2019. At the end of
2019, the novel coronavirus commonly
known as COVID-19 emerged and began to
spread very rapidly throughout the world.
In November 2020, there were more than
61 million cases and over 1.5 million deaths. The figures are still
increasing rapidly with very limited hopes of eradicating this virus.
The pandemic has tested the global health system, exposing the
unpreparedness of many countries across the globe. Developed
countries are of no exception, suffering no less than lower-and-mid
income countries in terms of morbidity and mortality. Numerous
events scheduled around the globe have been either cancelled or
postponed. The General Meeting of the OUIAA, which was
scheduled for October of 2020, is no exception and had to be

postponed as well. We have never experienced difficulty on this
level since OUIAA was established, and it is with profound
disappointment that that we have had to announce the
postponement of the OUIAA General Meeting to 2021 January. A
virtual meeting will be organized in early January so that our Alumni
Branch offices will have a chance to discuss important issues that
need attention. | would like to emphasize that all alumni should try
to move forward with the work carried out during your years of
study at Okayama University. Okayama University should be well-
known in the global scientific community, and in this respect you all
should act as ambassadors of Okayama University in your countries.
| have no doubts as to your capabilities, as you all have gone
through a well-organized study plan during your time at Okayama
University.

As a medical person | would like to add a few words of caution.
While the coronavirus vaccine might be available in the coming

OUIAA
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year, it might not be available to everyone, as governments have to
prioritize who will get it first. For this reason our alumni need to rely
on themselves until this vaccine becomes widely available. Since
COVID-19 has been with us for nearly a year, the scientific
community has outlined the basic facts about the virus: the
characteristics of the disease, how it is commonly transmitted, and
possible outcomes. It is very important for everyone to live in
accordance with these facts, and to be cautious and vigilant. Finally,

Message from the Vice-chairperson

(0) INZNYVNNIAZ 5 BRG INTERNATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (OUIAA)

| would like to remind alumni to avoid the 3Cs; Confined and
enclosed spaces with poor ventilation, Crowded places, and Close-
contact settings, as well as to follow the 3Ws; Wear your mask (or
shield), Watch your distance, and Wash your hands. | would like to
wish all of you the best of physical and mental health and the
strength to overcome the COVID-19 in the coming years.

Note) Contributed in November 2020.

Guo Yanping, Vice-chairperson, Okayama University International Alumni Association

My name is Guo Yanping, executive at
the Okayama University International
Alumni Association (OUIAA). In April 2019, |
was appointed Vice-chairperson of the
OUIAA. For nearly two years since then, |
have performed my duties with the solid
support and cooperation of the OUIAA
Secretariat and OUIAA members. | would

like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks to
everyone.

The OUIAA was established in 2011, celebrating its ninth
anniversary this year. Over the past nine years, the OUIAA network
has grown extensively to a total of 55 branches and communication

bases across the globe, connecting alumni around the world with
each other and with their alma mater.

The year 2020 will be over in a month, but since the beginning of
this year, COVID-19 has spread throughout the world at breakneck
speed, and our daily lives have been significantly impacted in so
many ways. Although it has been a challenging time for us all, | trust
that OUIAA members around the world will stay healthy and remain
active in their careers despite the pandemic. Please take care of
yourself in every way so as to avoid being infected with COVID-19. |
wish you all good health and continued success.

As alumni, let's work together for the further development of our
alma mater, Okayama University!

Note) Contributed in November 2020. The original text is in Japanese.

Okayama University’s response to the COVID-19 Pandemic

The entire world was seized with the
unprecedented coronavirus (COVID-19)
epidemic in 2020, and the resultant
pandemic is not over yet. Cross-border
travel is strictly controlled due to the
prevention of the COVID-19 infection.
Under these circumstances, Okayama
University had no choice but to discontinue
most of its international exchange programs. Many branches of
OUIAA sent us a great deal of information on preventive measures
and daily life in each relevant country, and we deeply appreciate
this. The information has been tremendously helpful to us in
considering the details of our international exchange programs. As
became extremely clear when world communities were segmented
by COVID-19, better cooperation and solid connections to each
other are indispensable in overcoming feelings of confinement and

isolation. It was in this connection that we launched an online

OUIAA
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Kimura Kunio, Vice President for International Affairs

program as a new model for international exchange amidst the
circumstance of the pandemic. Meanwhile, to help with the severe
daily life problems of our students from other countries, Okayama
University provides economic assistance as well as support for
studies. Okayama University Alumni, along with companies and
groups, have also offered a variety of heartwarming additional
support including economic and food aid. I would like to express my
sincere appreciation for this. The Japanese government began
admitting foreign students again in October 2020 after relaxing
steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19, since which time students
have begun to gradually come to Okayama University from other
countries. It may take a little more time to end the COVID-19
pandemic, but in the meantime we will continue to develop new
styles of international exchange, and further move toward
globalization, with the aid of ICT technology. Thank you for your
support always.
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Report on events of the Okayama University Homecoming Day 2019

The Okayama University International Alumni Association (OUIAA)
held the 9th General Meeting on Friday, October 25 at the Okayama
University South Facility for Student Welfare (Peach Union) on the
occasion of the Okayama University Homecoming Day 2019.

Dr. MAKINO Hirofumi, the President of Okayama University and
Mr. KONAGA Keiichi, the Chair of Alumni Okayama University, gave
us a short speech at the beginning of the General Meeting. We
deliberated on the draft of the amendments to the rules of OUIAA

and also the election of Executives. Each agenda was approved after
careful deliberation. Dr. Myo Khin, the Director of Myanmar Branch,
was elected as new Chairperson of OUIAA.

An information-sharing session was followed after the General
Meeting. About 45 people, including OUIAA members and current
as well as former faculty, attended the session. They made the best
use of this opportunity to share information and opinion.

[FYI: Link to the “News & Events” regarding the visit of the representatives of OUIAA Branches.] http://www.okayama-u.acjp/eng/news/index_id8948.html

The 10th General Meeting of OUIAA

Okayama University International Alumni Association (OUIAA)
held its 10th General Meeting online on Thursday, January 7, 2021
due to COVID-19.

After the opening remarks given by Dr. Myo Khin, Chairperson of
OUIAA, President MAKINO Hirofumi, Okayama University, delivered a
short speech. Then the guests of honor, Dr. Utak Chung and Dr. Bui
Thien Thu, who were newly appointed as Project Professors of
Institute of Global Human Resource Development, Okayama
University, gave a few words to those present.

In his speech to the attendees, Dr. Utak Chung proposed some
ideas to promote SDGs. Dr. Bui Thien Thu talked about his ties with
Okayama University. They both stated that they would like to
continue to cooperate with the activities of Okayama University as
Project Professors.

This year, two students participated in the meeting as interpreters.
After deliberation regarding the appointment of Executives, the
newly appointed Project Professors and Special Ambassadors of
Institute of Global Human Resource Development were introduced
to the attendees. Three representatives from the OUIAA branches
(Prof. Guo Yanping, Director of Changchun Branch, China, Dr. Anna
Dzienis, Director of Poland Branch, Dr. Willis Owino, Vice-director of
Kenya Branch) reported on the current situation regarding COVID-19
in their respective country and the participants of the meeting

actively exchanged information.

The General Meeting was closed with a speech by Prof. SANO
Hiroshi, Executive Director for Academic Affairs and Provost,
Okayama University. This was the first time that the General Meeting
was held online and was attended by many members of OUIAA
from all over the world, strengthening the partnership among
Okayama University and the OUIAA branches.

3% Participants (20 people from 12 branches)
Shanghai Branch (1), Changchun Branch (3), Dhaka Branch (1), Central China Branch (4),
Pusan Branch (1), Beijing Branch (1), Dalian Branch (1), Egypt Branch (1), Myanmar Branch
(1), Kenya Branch (1), Poland Branch (1), Mandalay Branch (4)

% Total number of participants: Approximately 40 people (incl. Guests of Honor and

attendees from Okayama University)

OUIAA
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News from Okayama University
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Okayama University and UNCTAD signed a comprehensive
Memarandum of Understanding (Mall) to faster human
resoarces for ST1 for SIMGs, the UN body's first
memarandum signed with a mniversity

Okayama Universily opens a Study in Japan Global Network
Praject Regional Office in ASEAN, Bangkok Branch

OU and UNCTAD signed a comprehensive Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).
https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/eng/news/index_id9165.html

Japan Alumni Reunion 1020 & Farewell for the Japancse
Governmenl 5¢halarship Students Held in Myanmar

OU opens a Study in Japan Global Network Project Regional Office in ASEAN, Bangkok Branch.
https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/eng/news/index_id9178.html

Okayama University ranks ®ih natiomally im the Times Highor
Edusahion Inspact Rankings 1020

Japan Alumni Reunion 2020 & Farewell for the Japanese Government
Scholarship Students Held in Myanmar.
https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/eng/news/index_id9422.html

OU ranks 9th nationally in the Times Higher Education Impact Rankings 2020 !
https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/eng/news/index_id9423.html

News

Okayama University Conducts Online Opening Ceremony for
U.S. Department of State’s Autumn Critical Language
Scholarship (CLS) Program

Oasber 05,2020

O Octaber 2, Okayams University neid an opening ceremany for the sutarn Citcal Langusse

Opening Ceremaony Held for Six National University Network:
(SUN) Surabaya Office of SixERS in Indonesia

Okayama University Conducts Online Opening Ceremony for U.S.
Department of State’s Autumn Critical Language Scholarship (CLS) Program.

https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/eng/news/index_id9751.html
OUIAA
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Opening Ceremony Held for Six National University Network.
(SUN) Surabaya Office of SixERS in Indonesia.
https://www.okayama-u.ac,jp/eng/news/index_id9934.html
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The New Normal

[From Indonesia]

The situation of the Covid-19 pandemic in Indonesia is no different from that in
other countries. The government imposes restrictions on citizens' activity. Most
activity should be carried out from home, and everyone must wear a mask in
public. In the first three months of the pandemic, almost all public facilities were
closed, except for shops or markets that provide daily food. Offices and public
areas reopened in July 2020 with restrictions. Schools implemented online
learning using various online platforms. Only the final year students are allowed to
work at the University, but only with rigorous protocols, including s limited time
period of 9 am to 3 pm. Working from home is not as comfortable as some may
have imagined due to increased workload, which is at least twice that of working
in an office. So far, the government will ask people to work from home as much as
possible through December 2020. It is my hope that the pandemic will end soon.

Andi Salamah, Director, Indonesia Branch
Note) Contributed in October, 2020

[From Wisconsin, USA]

This is a report from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, which is about 90
minutes north of Chicago. Wisconsin was often featured on the TV
news in Japan this year, because we were a swing state during the
Presidential election, and also for a series of Black Lives Matter (BLM )
events. As you know, the United States has the largest number of
COVID-19 infections in the world, and with the onset of winter, the
number of infections in Wisconsin has increased more than 10 times
compared to the first wave in the spring of 2020. In Milwaukee,
which is the largest city in Wisconsin, the state government has
opened a field hospital in the state park, similar to the scenario in
New York City this spring. State government or city officials can
order people to stay at home or wear masks, but there still are quite
many people who fight against these restrictions and refuse to wear
masks. Indeed, there still are people who claim COVID-19 is a hoax. |
am currently working at a medical college, and since this spring, all
meetings (including patient case conferences and student
presentations) are virtual, with in-person sessions severely restricted.

From the Secretariat

Wisconsin is known America’s Dairy Land (for its production of milk
products such as cheese and yogurt), and most of Wisconsin is farms
and ranches. It is generally safe here, but there were (mostly
peaceful) demonstrations, and because of this many downtown
stores covered their windows with wooden boards. In the spring,
universities and colleges prohibited faculty from traveling outside
the state of Wisconsin, and though these rules have since been
relaxed, out-of-state travel is still not encouraged. On the other
hand, Wisconsin is currently considered a high-risk area for COVID-19
by the state of New York and the city of Chicago, and if we travel to
these places, self-quarantine for 14 days is mandatory. We sincerely
hope COVID-19 will be under control very soon, and wish you all a
happy and safe New Year 2021!

Takushi Kohmoto, Director, Wisconsin Communication Base
Note) Contributed in November, 2020

@ Please send information about your branch activities to the Secretariat so that we can share it on the OUIAA website.
@ Please report to the Secretariat if there are any changes in your personal information such as your address and/or your contact details. We

appreciate your kind cooperation.
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