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Message from Hiroshi Sano, Executive Vice President for Education, International Affairs

Hiroshi Sano, Executive Vice President for Education, International Affairs

| was appointed to the position of Executive Vice President
for Education and International Affairs of Okayama University in
April. My specialty is Private International Law, including
international trade law, and | have supervised numerous
international students in the Graduate School of Humanities
and Social Sciences. Many of these graduates are currently
members of, and actively contribute to, the Okayama University
International Alumni Association (OUIAA).

The OUIAA was established in October 2011 and currently
has over 50 branches around the world. | am extremely grateful
to all those involved in setting this up. These exhaustive efforts

SREE

have aided in the steady globalization of our university through
partnerships with foreign universities, international
symposiums, and students studying abroad. In the future, we
hope to reorganize our systems to strengthen connections
with branches and provide information about the university to
our alumni.

Our President, Dr. Hirofumi Makino, worked hard for us to
adopt the action guidelines for education, research, and social
contributions based on the UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). We hope our alumni will understand and follow these
efforts. Finally, we hope for your continued support and effort.
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Message from OUIAA Chairperson Zhang Hong

Zhang Hong Chairperson of Okayama University International Alumni Association

To the members of the International Alumni Association, |
would like to announce that the annual general assembly of
the Association is scheduled for October 20th. This will be the
8th assembly that | have attended as president of the
Association. Since its foundation in 2011, the association has
developed greatly due to the generous assistance from the
board members, the members of each branch, and all other
members.

We currently have 55 branches and liaison offices all
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together. Each of those branches organizes regular general
meetings, and is actively involved in cooperative activities with
our university. | believe many of you have seen the examples of
these engagements in the Newsletters.

The university has increasing expectations from activities run
by the Association in helping with globalization. Thus, we
eagerly await your active participation in cooperating with the
university. We look forward to your continued assistance and

support for such expectations.
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Message from Vice-chairperson Masao Tsuri

Masao Tsuri, Professor of Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences

| am responsible for international affairs as a Vice Director of
The Center for the Global Partnerships and Education. This year,
| have been appointed as a Vice-chairperson of the OUIAA to
strength the relationships with Okayama University.

| believe Okayama University needs your support for further
globalization of our campus. For example, this August saw
Okayama University signing an MoU with the Ministry of
Education, Myanmar. The process of negotiation was
supported by Dr. Myo Khin who is a OUIAA branch leader in

Myanmar. The large amount of support allows the possibility of
many projects, such as the students dispatch program in
Thailand.

University is a place for learning and research as well as an
asset for post-graduates. The international recognition and
appraisal of Okayama University is a good thing for everyone. |
expect that the support from OUIAA members will contribute
to both students and alumni.
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Report on the 7th (2017) General Meeting of the Okayama
University International Alumni Association (OUIAA)

The Okayama University International Alumni Association
(OUIAA) has celebrated its sixth anniversary following its
establishment in 2011. On October 20, each branch reported
on their activities in a meeting at the Okayama Plaza Hotel, and
then attended the Exchange and Social Reception. On the
following day, the 7th General Meeting, the Okayama

University International Symposium, and a party were held on
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the Okayama University campus.

Over the past seven years, OUIAA has moved forward with
the ambitious goal of establishing 50 branches (including
communication bases) around the world. This goal has already
been achieved, and there are currently 52 branches and
communication bases. OUIAA members now number 4,000

people across 111 countries and 3 territories, all of whom hold
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activities in various fields relevant to the country.

This year, the OUIAA Branch Activity Report Meeting began
at 4 p.m. on October 20. During the “reports from each branch”
activity, the attendees split into groups to discuss ways to
strengthen ties with the university. They also provided ideas for
future OUIAA activities, which helped to clarify ways to
energize branch activities, promote member registration, and
contribute to the future development of the university by, for
example, assisting with the recruitment of international
students.

Then from 6 p.m., the same venue hosted an OUIAA
Exchange and Social Reception. After some opening remarks
from OUIAA Chairperson Zhang Hong, speeches were given by
special guests Tsutomu Koumoto, former Speaker of the
Okayama Prefectural Assembly, and Honggiang Sheng, Consul
of the Consulate General of the People's Republic of China in
Osaka. After that, Okayama University Executive Vice President
Hiroshi Kanzaki made a toast to begin the reception. In
addition, OUIAA member Dr. Jianhui Lv sang the official OUIAA
song. Many people attended the lively reception and included
special guests such as representatives of Okayama West Rotary
Club, Kouraku Rotary Club, and local business organizations. At
the end, former Okayama University President and current
OUIAA Chief Advisor Kiyoshi Morita made some closing
remarks.

On October 21 at 2 p.m., the 7" OUIAA General Assembly got
underway at the International House. After an address from
Okayama University Alumni Association Chair Keiichi Konaga,
elections of new directors and a partial amendment of the
bylaws were approved. At 3 p.m,, the International Symposium

was held in the library conference room. The theme of the

Symposium was “ties between Okayama University and
OUIAA.” The heads of various university departments and all
the representatives of OUIAA branches and communication
bases who had been invited from around the world attended,
and representatives from each Graduate School and faculty
presented examples of cooperation they are engaged in. Later,
at 6 p.m., an international exchange party was held at the
Recent Culture Hotel in Okayama City. At the venue, valuable
paintings were presented by representatives of the Central
China branch and Taiwan branch, and the party provided a
meaningful opportunity for people connected with the
university, OUIAA members, the special guests, and all the
other participants to form deeper relationships with one
another.

685 international students, who will make up the next
generation of OUIAA members, are currently studying on the
beautiful Okayama University campus. Okayama University has
been designated as a “super global university,” and a “2000
international students plan” is currently being implemented
that will see a threefold increase in the number of international
students over the next seven years.

By holding OUIAA General Meetings and similar parties at
regular intervals, we hope that ties between OUIAA members,
current students, and staff and faculty members will be
strengthened. Also by focusing on enthusiastic activities in
each branch, we intend to further promote ties with Okayama
University and cooperate at a high level to contribute to the
development of the university.

We believe that OUIAA has a bright future, and that we can
count on the continued support of OUIAA members in the

years ahead.
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Establishment of North China Branch

On June 24, 2017, the North China Branch of the Okayama
University International Alumni Association was established in
Shijiazhuang City, Hebei Province, China. At an event to mark
the branch’s foundation, Associate Professor Chao Li of the
Fourth Hospital of Hebei Medical University, who received
training in anesthesiology at Okayama University, led the
proceedings, which were attended by more than 50 physicians
from northern China who had studied at Okayama University.
The event began with Professor Zhang Hong, the OUIAA
Chairperson, making some remarks, after which Professor Shan
Zhang of the Second Hospital of Hebei Medical University, who
received a doctorate in anesthesiology at Okayama University,
was elected Director of the branch. In addition, Associate
Professor Chao Li, Associate Professor Yong Wang of the Fourth
Hospital of Hebei Medical University, Dr. Limin Zhang of
Cangzhou Central Hospital, and Xiaogan Li of the Agricultural
University of Hebei were elected as Vice Directors.

Former Okayama University President Kiyoshi Morita
attended the inaugural meeting and gave a speech. He talked
about how, from the standpoint of being an experienced
anesthesiologist and educator, it is possible to become an
excellent physician, and how to become a physician with an
international view. He also recommended becoming a
physician with global influence. Drawing on his own
experiences, Former President Morita stated that providing
teaching and guidance in a direct yet kind fashion serves to
give hope to the ambitions of young people and to provide
them with a clear direction for progress. He also emphasized
that the young generation should seize opportunities to study
overseas in order to broaden their outlooks. Finally, he
promised to do his utmost to assist young people with their
studies at Okayama University. Former President Morita’s
single-minded educational philosophy presented young
people with ideas for growth and self-development, and
hinted at the direction they should take.

After that, Zixian Song, Vice President of the Fourth Hospital

of Hebei Medical University congratulated the branch on its

establishment and expressed gratitude to Okayama University
for its role in promoting friendly relations between Japan and
China, and in particular, for its education of young people.

Then there was a speech from Professor Hongmeng Xu of
the anesthesiology department at the Fourth Hospital of Hebei
Medical University. She also congratulated the branch on its
foundation and promised to do everything possible to ensure
the success of OUIAA.

Next up was Professor Shan Zhang, the branch’s first
President, who reminisced about his younger days at Okayama
University. He talked about his life during the four years he
spent completing his doctorate as well as his achievements in
clinical practice. Finally, he said that he hoped the OUIAA
would continue to develop in the future.

At the end, Dr. Wei Zhao and Dr. Wei Du, speaking on behalf
of the young generation, gave a report to Chinese and
Japanese teachers on their experiences studying at Okayama
University as youth representatives.

Professor Lisheng Zhang of the Fourth Hospital of Hebei
Medical University, who has been influential and dedicated in
promoting exchanges between anesthesiology associations in
China and Japan, also gave his congratulatory message. He
then went on to reflect on the history of exchanges a
generation ago, and urged young physicians to seize this
chance and take full advantage of the opportunity, as it will
only be available to them once.

The OUIAA North China Branch is the 52nd branch to be
established overseas, and coinciding with the 45th anniversary
of the official normalization of diplomatic relations between
China and Japan, the foundation of the branch is significant for
fostering friendship among the young generation. The branch
is therefore sure to serve as a driving force for the steady
promotion of the development of medicine and the nurturing
of friendly relations between China and Japan.

Finally, the members of the OUIAA North China Branch

posed for a commemorative photograph together.
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Report on the establishment of United States New England Branch

The founding conference of the Okayama University
International Alumni Association United States New England
Branch, which joined the association as the 53rd branch, was
held on March 30, 2018 in Boylston St Chestnut Hill MA 02467,
Boston.

| am Jiang Yan, and as the branch director, would like to
express my sincere gratitude to Professor Kiyoshi Morita, Top
Adviser of Okayama University International Alumni
Association, and Professor Zhang Hong, Chairperson of
Okayama University International Alumni Association for
coming all the way from Japan to be present and to give their
congratulatory addresses at the conference. | also would like to
express my profound respect to Professor Zhang Jiyong of the
department of medicine for his contribution to the
establishment of this branch.

The international alumni association works as a network

OUIAA
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among the members as well as serving as one common
platform. Graduates currently residing in the New England
region of North America, as well as scholars having visited the
university and their families are entitled to membership.

We firmly believe that the members can utilize this platform
to exchange information, make friends, and further expand
their business in the future.

| am looking forward to seeing the development and
expansion of the United States New England Branch and the
participation of many people. | will endeavor to hold many
activities, and | look forward to active engagement through
close communication between us.

In conclusion, | would like to offer my assistance to any
members from across the world coming to Boston. Please feel

free to contact us on your visit to Boston.
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Report on the establishment of The Netherlands Branch

The Netherlands branch, which is the 54th branch of OUIAA,
was established on June 27, 2018 and Mr. Matthieu Rood
(Leiden University) was formally inaugurated as a branch
director.

Leiden University's Faculty of Humanities and Okayama
University’s Center for Global Partnerships and Education
signed a faculty level exchange agreement in December 2016.
In April 2018, Okayama University accepted Leiden University
students from the Faculty of Humanities, Department of
Japanese Studies for three months in the Okayama University
Integrated Japanese Language and Culture program for Leiden

University.  Okayama University plans to receive about 20

students per year from Leiden University and that has
promoted the establishment of the Netherlands Branch.

From Okayama University, the President Dr. Hirofumi Makino
and the Vice Executive Director (Acting Director of EP-SixERS)
Mr. Atsufumi Yokoi and professors and clerical staff attended
this ceremony. They celebrated the establishment of The
Netherlands Branch with the OUIAA Chairperson Prof. Zhang
Hong, OUIAA Executives and 23 Leiden University students
who have successfully completed the ‘Okayama University
Integrated Japanese Language and Culture program for Leiden

University’ and joined The Netherlands Branch.
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Report on the establishment of Mandalay Branch

First Meeting of the Okayama University International Alumni
(Mandalay Branch) was held on the morning of August 19,
2018 at Hotel Mandalay, Mandalay.

Special guests from Okayama University, Myanmar
Association of Japan Alumni (MAJA), Mandalay region and
nearly 35 members of Okayama University Alumni members
attended the wonderful ceremony.

Dr. Myo Khin, President of the Myanmar Association of Japan
Alumni (MAJA) welcomed all special guests and attendees to
the ceremony. He appreciated the many years of fruitful
collaboration between Okayama University and Myanmar
Universities in research and academic work.
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Then, speeches were delivered by Prof. Masao TSURI, Vice-
chairpersonof the Okayama University International Alumni
Association, and Prof. Yoshihiro KIMATA, Head of Okayama
University Office for Myanmar Medical Collaboration (OMMQ).
They praised the grand opening of the Okayama University
International Alumni (Mandalay Branch) and hoped for
stronger collaboration in research, knowledge exchange and
other fields in the future.

Mr. Akihito HORIGUCHI, a diplomatic official of the Japan
Embassy, expressed his pleasure for the official establishment
of the Okayama University International Alumni (Mandalay
Branch).
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Prof. Shigeru OKADA, Chairman of Myanmar-Japan
Collaboration Project for Fostering Medical Human Resources,
delivered a congratulatory speech at this successful opening
ceremony. He explained the history of collaboration between
Okayama University and Myanmar Universities, and
encouraged future activities.

Prof. Dr. Mya Mya Aye, Rector of University of Medical
Technology (Mandalay) thanked all special guests and
attendees on behalf of Okayama university alumni from
Mandalay, and she expressed gratitude to Prof. Shigeru OKADA
and all representatives of Okayama University for offering
scholarships, and various academic and research training over
many years .
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Prof. Dr. Mya Mya Aye received a Certificate of Establishment
from Prof. Masao TSURI, and a Letter of Appreciation from Prof.
Yoshihiro KIMATA, on behalf of Okayama University.

Before closing, the Organizing Committee of Okayama
University International Alumni (Mandalay Branch) including
one President, two Vice-Presidents, one secretary, one
Treasurer and three members were announced at the
ceremony.

Group pictures were taken with the guests and attendees
before lunch. The ceremony was successfully conducted for
the Mandalay Branch and future activities are eagerly
anticipated.
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Farewell Party for International Students

A farewell party was held on Friday, July 20th for the
exchange students graduating from Okayama University this
summer. The party was organized by WAWA, International
student Support Volunteer Group.

The event was intended for the teachers, friends, and
Japanese students to have one more chance to meet
graduating international students and departing exchange
students. It was also a way to thank and celebrate all the
international students for their friendship and contributions at
Okayama University. 137 people attended the event, including
International Alumni Association and Global Partners staff, 56

departing students, 37 continuing international students, and
12 Japanese students.

The event, held at the dormitory, started with opening
remarks and a toast by WAWA's staff Nishimura and Katayama,
respectively. The International Alumni president, Professor
Zhang Hong, then gave a greeting and explained the
International Alumni Association. Thirty students joined the
association.

After everyone had a pleasant time socializing, Okumura
from WAWA closed the event with a short speech.
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Pictures of the branch activities
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ERERRTESENAR2017 (LRZHMWEME) 2017488
Annual meeting 2017 in China hosted by OUIAA Beijing branch, August 2017
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Ms,Park, OUIAA Accountant, plays the Chango at Japan-Korea friendship
exchange party in Okayama, April 2018

FENNTEEFHEE ERZE) SRMLKFWERREZHE 2018578
Visit to Okayama University Hospital by the medical research group of Zhejiang
Province China (OUIAA East China branch), July 2018
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Friendship exchange between the alumni in Beijing and the Okayama University
Law field study students, September 2018
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Mr. Mingjuinn Li, the vice-director of OUIAA Taiwan branch, held World Sumo
Championships, July 2018
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Friendship exchange between OUIAA executives and alumni of OUIAA Shanghai
branch, July 2018
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FEISEFSEE ERXE) EBRRER
A courtesy call on OUIAA East China branch, July 2018
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Visit to Peking University by the Okayama University Law field study students,
September 2018

=R /751%—7—@20}7&7&.8 2L COUIAA T Z 7 B AR E A

V3RSV Y EBRIAFD0AFZER L CHLAZERRRRT =7 XHH

BEHRICGGERRER

OUIAA Kenya Chapter presents a gift to Prof. Iwasa during the JKUAT 20th
anniversary celebrations
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OUIAA Kenya chapter host Prof. Iwasa and Prof. Kubo for a luncheon during the
JKUAT 20th anniversary celebrations
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Flood damage that occurred to the

exchange student dormitory

GNP EEAERESWNELRIAE

< Chairperson Zhang Hong and a victim of
the flooding examining the wreckage of the
exchange student dormitory

A message of sympathy for the
citizens of Okayama-city suffering
from flood damage

In early July the Okayama region was hit by unprecedented
floods resulting in heavy flood damage to many of its residents
with the destruction of the river banks located in the Mabi district
of Kurashiki city which also resulted in human casualties. Private
residences located near the university also were afflicted by
landslides and flood damage with some international students
just barely escaping with their lives.

There was an immediate flow of condolences and words of
encouragement sent by email and letters from the Indonesian
branch and the Chinese branch to this western Japan region
upon being impacted by this assault of heavy rain. We were once
again deeply moved and appreciative of the strength of the
bonds that exist amongst the international alumni association
members. We conveyed these gestures of kindness from
everyone in an effort to encourage the attendance of all the
current exchange students here at Okayama University.

OUIAA
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