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New Year's Message

Keiichi Konaga, Chairperson of Okayama University Alumni

Happy New Year to you alll

According to jikkan junishi (literally 10 stems and 12
branches, which refers to the Chinese zodiac symbols), 2016

is said to be a year in which fruits mature and harden.

Looking at the big picture, Japan's economy is expected to
enter a virtuous cycle with results produced by Abenomics.
As for foreign affairs, tension between Japan and its
neighboring nations has started to ease. Japan is now
expected to work harder to strengthen mutual relationships

with them to bring peace and prosperity.

We, at the Okayama University Alumni, are actively engaged
in its projects in line with the university’s policy to become a
“Top Global University,” by establishing the Ehime and

Hiroshima branches, following the Tokyo branch.

In overseas countries, the Okayama University International

Alumni Association is promoting remarkable activities.
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New Year's Message

Happy New Year!
As we start 2016, I would like to extend my New Year's
greetings to the members of the Okayama University Alumni

and the Okayama University International Alumni

Having already set up 46 branches in 23 countries, I heard its
achievements are highly appreciated. I attended the General
Assembly of the Association held on October 18, 2015 and
was very impressed by its energy and enthusiasm. In
particular, I enjoyed traditional folk dances and songs
performed by participants of branches in each country so
much that I spontaneously leaned forward to applaud many
times. I believe this is one of the true models of international

cultural exchange.

On entering the new year, I sincerely hope that the Okayama
University International Alumni Association achieves its
original goal to establish a total of 50 branches around the
world at an early point, as well as produce significant results

by further improving its projects.

I would like to conclude my greetings by wishing all the best
to Prof. Zhang Hong and to all of you who are associated with

the alumni association.
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Kiyoshi Morita, President of Okayama University

Association, who play an active role in Japan and overseas.

This is my fifth new year since I declared the “Morita Vision,”

which is aimed to make a difference in Okayama University,
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to create a new Okayama as a beautiful academic capital.
During these years, Okayama University has been working to
strengthen its foundation as a university that focuses on
enhancing its research ability to become a globally
competitive institute, having been selected as a Core Clinical
Research Center, a Super Global University (SGU), and a
research site for the Translational Research Network

Program.

In particular, members of the SGU project are making tireless
efforts to achieve their numerical targets. To this end, 46
branches of the Okayama University International Alumni
Association have been producing practical results by a variety
of activities, such as supporting international students,

promoting Okayama University, and assisting joint research
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New Year’'s Message

projects. In the future, we plan to accept 2,000 international
students. I would like to take this opportunity to ask for your
kind support to establish a system to welcome more students

from overseas.

BRI FTHEBEAE HE. Mr. Hang Chuon Naron
() Eom#IcT (2015.12.23)

President Morita (left)

H.E. Mr. Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of Education
of Cambodia
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Zhang Hong, Chairperson of Okayama University International Alumni Association

Happy New Year. I hope all the alumni of Okayama
University around the world had wonderful New Year

holidays.

The Okayama University International Alumni Association
has been working hard to achieve its goal to establish a total
of 50 branches and offices around the world, under the
direction of Prof. Kiyoshi Morita, the President of Okayama
University, and in cooperation with Mr. Keiichi Konaga, the
Chairperson of Okayama University Alumni, and other
associated people. We have successfully opened a total of 46

branches and offices in Western and Asian countries as of the

end of 2015.

These branch offices work not
only to build mutual
relationships in each local
community, but also to
promote Okayama University
and to help in sending able
students from their country. In
the 6th General Assembly to
be held in October 2016, I

would like to give an update

EREREMEAICT 5" OUIAA
General Assembly
(2015.10.18)
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on establishment of branch offices and introduce our activities

in detail.

I appreciate your continued support for further development

of the Okayama University International Alumni Association.
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Report on Okayama University Super Global Day 2015

A new Initiative to push forward globalization of the
university and its international exchange, “Okayama
University Super Global Day (OUSGD) 2015" was held on
October 18, 2015. Under splendid fall skies, 31 branch
representatives from 16 countries of the International Alumni
Association and over 400 visitors from Japan and abroad
gathered and deepened their ties.
The event consisted of three parts:
- Part 1: General Assembly of the International Alumni
Association
- Part 2: Commemorative Speeches
- Mr. Norio Murakami (Chief Executive Officer, President
and Representative Director at ENERES, Co., Ltd,, and
former Vice President of Google, Inc.)
- Mr. Soichiro Fukutake (Executive Advisor, Benesse
Holdings, Inc.)

- Part 3: International Reception

With an opening address by Prof. Zhang Hong, Chairperson of
the International Alumni Association, the General Assembly
began at Okayama University's 50th Anniversary Hall. Mr.
Ichiro Aisawa, a member of the House of Representatives,
and Ms. Kaori Ito, Mayor of Kurashiki City, delivered
congratulatory speeches. Chairperson Zhang Hong provided a
detailed report on alumni activities, followed by President
Morita presenting letters of appreciation and certificates to
new branches established after the previous general assembly.
The meeting ended with a commemorative photograph of all
participants.

In the second part, Commemorative Speeches, two guest
speakers gave lectures by Mr. Murakami and Mr. Fukutake.
The lectures by the two top managers attracted many
audience members, including students and the general public,

leading to a lively discussion.
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In front of the anniversary hall, many visitors also enjoyed
reading posters presented by alumni branches and students
reporting on their activities.

The final part, the International Reception, was held at a hotel
in Okayama City with alumni, university staff, Mayor Masao
Omori of Okayama City, Vice-Governor Toshiaki Miyachi of
Okayama Prefecture, Vice-Chairman Shinji Sato of the
Okayama Prefectural Assembly, and many others. Various

performances were presented including music, a fashion show,

and dances by exchange students and alumni, as well as

singing by Prof. Yoko Yamamoto, Director of the Center for
Global Partnerships and Education, and Chairperson Zhang
Hong together. After enjoying the program, all participants
sang “Sukiyaki” (Let's walk looking upward) in a huge chorus.
The lively event closed with remarks by Prof. Masaru Araki,
executive director and vice-president of Okayama University.
The next OU Super Global Day will be held on Saturday,
October 22, 2016 |
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Report on establishment of the Chugoku-Shikoku branch and recent activities

Following the call of Chairperson Zhang, 27 alumni
participated in the preparatory meeting for opening a branch
in the Chugoku and Shikoku regions, where Okayama
University is located, on August 30, 2015. Mr. Zhang
Jianguang was unanimously designated as the first branch

director by the recommendation of the participants.

On October 18 of the same year, the Chugoku-Shikoku branch
was opened as the 43rd branch of the Association at the

Okayama University 50th Anniversary Hall. On that day, six

Board of the Chugoku-Shikoku branch

guests and some 80 alumni attended in the opening event, and
each board member gave a self-introduction and introduced

activity plans for the fiscal year.

On November 14, 27 alumni participated in the year-end party
after the establishment of the branch to get to know each
other. The event was very enjoyable, filled with smiles and
laughter. We will keep strengthen and broaden friendship

with our alumni regardless of nationality and age.
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Establishment and Activities of Mymensingh branch, Bangladesh
Dr. Md. Anamul Hoque, Director of Mymensingh branch

Okayama University International Alumni Association
Mymensingh branch in Bangladesh was established on 21
December, 2014. Professor Dr. Md. Rafiqul Hoque, Vice-
Chancellor of Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) was
present as Chief Guest. Professor Dr. Yoshiyuki Murata of
Okayama University declared of the OUIAA Mymensingh
branch. Deans of Different Faculties and Directors of BAU
were present in the occasion. Dr. Zaheed Mahmood, Vice-
President of OUIAA and Mr. Lin of Okayama University
were present as Guest of Honor. All invited guests, alumni
and participants enjoyed traditional Bangladeshi cultural

program followed by Dinner. Mymensingh is the second

I Alumni in the World
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branch in Bangladesh. (Photo 1)

<Branch Activities>

- OUIAA Mymensingh branch and Department of Soil
Science jointly organized Seminar on ‘Opportunities of
Higher Studies and Research at Okayama University.” Dr.
Mahmud Hossain, Head of Department of Soil Science
chaired over the session. Alumni and Master students were
present in the seminar. (Photo 2)

- OUTAA Mymensingh branch arranged a reunion program
to enhance the relationship among alumni and family

members. (Photo 3)
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Dr. Lin Naihui (second from right) and Ma Ying-jeou, president of the
Republic of China (third from right)

Okayama Medical College graduate Dr. Lin Naihui awarded for medical contributions in Taiwan

On November 12, 2015, Dr. Lin Naihui, a graduate of Okayama
Medical College, received an award by the Taiwanese

government in honor of his accomplishments and dedication

to medical care in Taiwan. At the award ceremony held at
the Grand Hotel Taipel, he was presented with the award by
Ma Ying-jeou, president of the Republic of China.
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Alumni promote their alma mater at “Study in Japan Fair” (Indonesia, China and Thailand)

Local alumni helped promote their alma mater, Okayama University, at the university’'s booth at “Study in Japan Fair” in

Indonesia, China and Thailand.
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Director Andi Salamah (center) from Indonesia : =
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A Director Santi (back) from Thai branch

Director Tong Jung (center) and alumni
members from South China branch

| BLAYERRAZRSRS 25y AT LERRE

FIRFERFRAES T, SEEH»HNE LSBEH Y X SEBFRIERLEIL, SHHMOTEHE - BISZEEIC T <
TLADBEMEZEMG LT L, BERLA-SBI2IE., AESFHER 72& Wy,

MOV AT LR E LTy ZFREENOEMRHEHRRMAEZ TV E T,

OUIAA Member Registration System Launched

“OUIAA Member Registration System” has been launched for from each branch/ OUIAA secretariat. Please contact your
management of OUIAA members' information. Registered branch director or vice-director on registration and update of

alumni members will smoothly receive letters and publications your information
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