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A Message from Director of Center for Global Partnerships and Education

Yoko Yamamoto, Okayama University Vice-President, Director of Center for Global Partnerships and Education

I hope this message finds you all well. I have assumed the
position of Director of Center for Global Partnerships and
Education since April this year. With a renewed
determination to push forward the globalization of Okayama
University, the International Center, our familiar organization,
was renamed the Center for Global Partnerships and
Education (GP) last year, with a new logo. Now, under the
Executive Director for International Affairs, the center, a
large organization with 52 members, supports exchange
activities for students and faculty members as a hub to
connect Okayama University to other parts of the world. We
have 11 faculties and 7 graduate schools, which cover various
fields of academic study including science, humanities, and
social science - and our organization garners high student
satisfaction, and conducts world-class research. Under a
funding project by the Japanese government, Top Global
University Project, 21 national universities were selected last
year. As one of them, Okayama University is setting
aggressive numerical targets in order to become a global,
high quality university, within ten years.

One of the primary objectives symbolizing the project is
the promotion of student exchange. We will focus on

education to develop students who have energy, capability,

and the stamina to work at an international level, by sending
our students abroad, while accepting many foreign students
who will learn from each other. The total number of students
sent overseas last year was 393, whereas the total number of
foreign students was 758, of which 387 (80 for undergraduates
and 307 for postgraduate students) were regular students
who were studying at faculties or postgraduate schools.
Therefore, the remaining half of the foreign students were
mainly on a short study program and often sent from
affiliated universities overseas which have made international
exchange agreements with Okayama University. As such,
overseas affiliated universities are absolutely necessary to
promote interactive student exchange, and all faculties are
working on maintaining and developing contacts with
affiliated universities, which is also an important task for GP.

I would like to call upon everyone at the International
Alumni to introduce the appeal of Okayama University to
high school or college students, so that more people will
become interested in our university and visit our campus.
Please send any information you have about studying abroad.
We welcome your suggestions and advice.

I sincerely ask for the understanding and support of all

members of the International Alumni in this endeavor.
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Zhang Hong, Chairperson of Okayama University International Alumni Association

Hello, everyone!l I am Zhang Hong, chairperson of the
Okayama University International Alumni Association
(OUIAA).

I would like to express my sincere appreciation using this
message to all of you, our association members, for your
continued cooperation with OUIAA’s activities and
development.

This association was established in October 2011, and has
continued to this day. During this period, we received great
support from President Morita and university executives, and
branches and communication bases of the association have
been established all over the world.

In 2015, starting from the establishment of New York
Branch in April, 14 branches and bases, including the Pakistan
Branch and Mongolia Branch, were established. Currently, we
have 42 overseas branches (including 5 bases) in 17
countries. We only have several branches left to achieve our
initial target of establishing 50 branches. The establishment of
branches in India and Cambodia is scheduled for December
this year. Your continued warm support and cooperation is
greatly appreciated.

As you may know, last year Okayama University was

recognized as a Super Global University. Currently, 523
international students are enrolled in the university. However,
this number is not large enough. Therefore, Okayama
University is now planning to double the number of
international students. Our important roles at OUIAA are to
cooperate with Okayama University to provide information on
our overseas creative activities, to enhance the university's
reputation globally, and to contribute to the university's
exchanges with excellent researchers and acquisition of
outstanding international students.

We would like all association members at each branch to
continue to recommend excellent international students for
Okayama University. For inquiries, please contact us OUTAA
executive members or Center for the Global Partnerships and
Educations of Okayama University.

The provision of information, including various incidents
and events, from members of each branch would also be
appreciated.

OUIAA’s General Assembly this year is scheduled to be
held on Sunday, October 18 at Okayama University's 50th
Anniversary Hall. We sincerely look forward to seeing many

of you at the General Assembly.
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! Establishment of Pakistan Branch
Dr. Muhammad Shahid Javed, Pakistan Branch Director

The inaugural ceremony for the establishment of Okayama
University International Alumni Association (OUIAA)
Pakistan Branch was held at Royalton Hotel, Faisalabad,
Pakistan on 25™ April, 2015. The ceremony was officially

started at 11 : 00 am. with the arrival of respected alumni
members and honorable guests. After rendering the opening
remarks in a welcome address, the honored members and

guests were individually introduced by Dr. M. Shahid Javed,
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Assistant Professor, Sargodh Medical College, University of
Sargodha, Pakistan. Next, Dr. M. Shahbaz Akhtar, the auditor
of Okayama University International Alumni Association,
introduced OUIAA, its historical prospective along with its
structural and functional units, a brief lay out of its activities
and functions after a greeting speech. He expounded the
conception and practical steps for internationalization of
Okayama University, Japan and described the process for
establishing the international alumni branch in general, and
the steps and sequences occurred in the process for
establishing the Pakistan Branch in particular.

After 10 minutes of coffee/tea break, each alumni member
was invited to recall and share his personal experience and
time spent at Okayama University, Japan. All the members
acknowledged that their stay at Okayama University campus
was a wonderful experience of their lives. They explained
that they did not only achieve their academic excellence but
also enjoyed a cheerful and unforgettable chapter of their life.
They tasted a rich blend of Japanese culture, traditions,
cooperation and kindness during their stay at Okayama
University campus.

Later on, Dr. Akhtar showed his congratulations for

OUIAA Pakistan branch and gave an explanatory note
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regarding the possible future activities of OUIAA Pakistan
branch. He described that establishment of OUIAA Pakistan
branch will open new avenues to establish a link between
Okayama University, alumni members and prospective
students, researchers and professors for pursuing joint
research and development projects. This forum will be highly
useful to disseminate information and will serve as a bridge
for exchange of culture and information between the
communities of the counterpart countries.

The ceremony then continued with the greeting speech
form the invited guests. They gave special congratulations for
establishing this useful platform and showed their enthusiasm
and interest in research and exchange activities at Okayama
University. Then the luncheon was served to the participants
and all the attendants enjoyed pleasant conversation. The
conference reached a climax and the conference hall was
resounded due to formal and informal conversation during the
lunch time. Finally, the ceremony was officially closed by a
commemorative group photo at 2.00 p.m. with the best wishes

for future endeavors of OUTAA Pakistan branch.
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I Establishment of Mongolia Branch

Ms. Delgermaa Davaatseren, Mongolia Branch Director

Recently, the establishment ceremony for the Okayama
University International Alumni Association (OUIAA)
Mongolia branch was held in Ulan Bator, Mongolia. The
ceremony was initiated with Chairman Derugeruma’s speech.
After that, congratulatory addresses by the President and
OUIAA Chairman of Okayama University were followed by
the guest speech from the Embassy of Japan in Mongolia.

We were able to have a very precious time together,
exchanging views while enjoying dinner.

The program, during which our guests and members
appreciated a Mongolian ethnic mini-concert and enjoyed
singing together, ended in great success.

For the future development of Okayama University, we at
the OUTAA Mongolia branch would like to do our best to
increase the number of international students from Mongolia.
We are sincerely hoping for the further development of

Okayama University.

Date/Time: Saturday, May 16, 2015, 18 : 00 - 20 : 30
Venue: Restaurant “Romance” in Ulan Bator

Contents : The establishment ceremony for the Okayama

University International Alumni Association
(OUIAA) Mongolia branch

Organizer : Okayama University International Alumni
Association (OUIAA) Mongolia branch
Attendees : Dr. Kiyoshi Morita (President of Okayama
University)
Dr. Zhang Hong (Chairperson of Okayama
University International Alumni Association)
Dr. Kentaro Sugimoto (Okayama University
Hospital)
Ms. Sanae Matsuzawa (Staff of Okayama
University)
Mr. Takanori Ikebe (Embassy of Japan in
Mongolia)
Mr. Katsuhiko Kamiya and Ms. Naomi Abe
(Mongolia-Japan Center for Human Resources
Development)
Dr. Dorjderem (Rector, German-Mongolian
Institute or Resources and Technology)
Dr. Lkhanag (Professor, Mongolian University of
Science and Technology)
Mr. Badamkhand (Reporter, Channel TV 10)

Members : Messrs. Tselmeg, Delgermaa, Oyuntsetseg,

Battulga, and Odgerel
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I Establishment of Germany Branch

Inauguration ceremony of Okayama University
International Alumni Association Germany branch was held
on a sunny June 12" by the River Elbe in Dresden. Former
students had the pleasure to welcome Okayama University
delegation - Prof. Yamamoto, Prof. Enmi and Ms. Hirai, as
well as honored guests from Technical University Dresden -

Prof. Graeber and Mrs. Krause.

Jelena Nikolic, Germany Branch

Germany Branch President Mr. Thomas Mueller and Vice
President Mr. Johannes Effenberger opened the meeting with
a short speech about their experience at Okayama University
and reminded us of the importance of networking, friendship
and keeping the good traditions alive. Alumni of various
generations had the chance to reminiscence their time in

Okayama and also hear about latest developments within the



Newsletter for Okayama University International Alumni

campus.

Technical University in Dresden has a long history of co-
operation with Okayama University, particularly with Prof.
Nishigaki and Department for Environmental studies. Thanks
to this co-operation and mutual efforts of Prof. Nishigaki and
Prof. Graeber and with the support of DAAD and Erasmus
programs, many German students had the chance to study
abroad and expand their horizons in Japan. However, at this
time the concern was raised in regards to future of this co-
operation and further extension of the student exchange

contract between two universities. Alumni and TU Dresden
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expressed a kind request for Okayama University’'s support in
order to continue the tradition and strengthen the bonds
between both universities. At the same time Okayama
University would like the both sides to also focus on
increasing the number of Japanese exchange students at TU
Dresden.

Moreover, all of the meeting participants showed strong
motivation in connecting alumni from other universities
throughout Germany with the purpose of expanding the

alumni network and taking Germany branch to the next level.
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I Establishment of Istanbul Branch

Okayama University International Alumni Association
Istanbul branch establishment was held in a venue on
Bosphorus on 14 June 2015.0kayama University Vice
President and President of Global Partners Center Prof.
Dr. Yamamoto, Deputy Director Prof. Dr. Emmi,
international alumni association responsible Ms Hirai and
Istanbul branch Direcotor Dr. Ismail Altuncu, Vice
Director Dr. Can Zilfikar attended to the event with a
total 12 people. After the opening words of the branch
chair all attendants performed self-introduction. We

heard you the announcement of the center's length and
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Dr Ismail Altuncu, Director of Istanbul Branch

the Deputy Director. While diet, in order to expand the
international relations of the future Okayama University,
we have various opinion exchange with members of
Global Partners Center-Okayama University and local
participants from Yildiz Technical University, Karadeniz
Technical University, TRAKYA University,
ORHANGAZI University, Tunceli University suggested
various proposals. OUIAA Istanbul branch became the
third branch of Turkey, which was established after

Ankara and Gaziantep.
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! Establishment of Thailand Branch

Meeting to establish OUIAA Thailand Branch took place
on June 24, 2015 at Dipak C. Jain Hall, SASA International
House, Chulalongkorn University.

There were 26 Okayama Alumni join the meeting along
with 5 Honorary guests included Mr.Shiro TERASHIMA
First Secretary, Embassy of Japan in Thailand Professor
Dr Kiyoshi MORITA President of Okayama University Dr.
Keiichi TADA  Mrs.Chanintorn TADA and Dr. Kentaro
SUGIMOTO

The meeting started with the VDO presentation titled
“Okayama University Image Movie” which reminded all
alumni of Okayama personal experience. Thai Classical dance
titled “Dok Tuay” and participant’s self-introduction were
followed.

OUIAA: Thailand Branch Meeting started by Professor
Dr.Kiyoshi MORITA President of Okayama University who

Dr. Santi Sripresert, Director of Thailand Branch

had given the overview of Okayama University policy on
establishment of Okayama University International Alumni
Association. Then all alumni had reviewed and discussed at
length on the aims of the branch office regarding how to
promote friendship, exchange information among the
members and contribute to the development of Okayama
University and the Association.

Final decision was made to appoint Assistant Santi
Sriprasert to serve as President of OUIAA : Thailand Branch.
Mr.Shiro TERASHIMA First Secretary, Embassy of Japan in
Thailand and President Kiyoshi Morita had made
congratulatory remarks for the President of OUIAA: Thailand
Branch. The President of OUIAA: Thailand Branch gave the
Speech and Token of Appreciation to Honorary Guests

followed by group photo and dinner.
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