N/ 2z, =1 A\
=2 [ILIXY ERRERE e
//‘\\ SHERE i — 1 ﬁEt)bE?K{EO)—*ﬁEﬁ%ﬁFﬂ/
Message from the President of Okayama University || i ¥265  ||ISERFHIBOEES -8
BEPKS 2 Eggtﬁs:gnésae”r o Serbia Ambassador

Newsletter

FTPEILAZIO—)UL - )= hF—X (014578 1 BER LY Y—H 5R)
T700-8530 fEILMHLXEEH2-1-1 Phone : 086-251-7039 FAX : 086-252-5022

Message from OUIAA Chairperson

FAARUAFERRRSERRE -3
4th General Assembly of Okayama University
International Alumni Association

T UNTXEBRUARRE -5
Establishment of Ankara Branch
A7~ NBRAIARRE 6

Establishment of Belgrade Branch

Vol. 7

MAY .2015

T 7 XEBRIASRE 9

Establishment of Kenya Branch

EUAZEREARSRE4E 12

Member List of OUIAA Executives

| e

SEDAAEMZ, v 5R
DEBNEFY ., HFEEEDS
OFAEFREBMZTAHZ N
T&EFL7s /2. 3HICHN-
TOPNTEEFEED T 4120 LT
LF7-REETCOERY LB
OV LET. FRIS, HFEED
B S ADREEANG S N5 b MRS & DR & BFR /2720 5
L) WCEBRES W LE L TUIE L O %L LS
*ERBELTBHAZVWAELET,

BERECEBFRABS O O NI EMR, 4 AR Tl
TV THXEFOIIT 7)) AKX, T3 -0 v o8 JEKiz28
DT OER L WER S 1 2FiASIERIC S B F L7z 4
O HER GOPFIRE) 1S L TEERIEDEDSEDH ) T 375,
SAEEDEIINALK, F—a v Bk (T VV). T

iR & M
71 7% EIRGHOE % 125 R Z#ED THW L FETT .

vE
A

MEEI2HICIZ BV E T ORF 75— FEERE /g - FiL
R BRI Rt 4 b &> TEw D F L7, [
KL RNF 75— FRFEE OB FEEDOLHIZISFEDOIER %
boTBY., N T T — NI OBIIZERRICKE BiitEh
a0 E L7, YHIEHBO~Y AT I BB LERL, 7 LER
MR P HHE D % S NI RFEDO AL SABMENE LTz, 2
DX 9 AFH B E T HEAED LR Ao A4 AV 55660 556 3¢
FE O(WE - ZITE) SEOZORASI N0 ERIC2 H26
Ho REFIZBEZ L [HVET - Riod—av3y] LET5
HEHSEARMT 22 LDTEE L0 b ERABAEEHOKE
BIEREVWZBETLE ),

OSBRI BN TE DX ) RIGBOBRDS EAS X912,
BIILRZEE WA LEFLTCOMNEELATEA, HlEBEY
{PRE W BEHOFTETORBEEZBINLTBY 9,

l Message from the President of Okayama University

This April, I am again pleased to be able to welcome many
new students, including those from foreign countries/regions,
to Okayama University, in this beautiful season in which our
campus is enlivened with cherry blossoms in full bloom. I also
sincerely hope that those who have graduated from our
university this March are actively working in their new
environments. In particular, to ensure that international
students who have returned to their home countries can
firmly maintain a bond with their alma mater, the Okayama
University International Alumni Association (OUIAA)
wishes to register them as members, while continuing its
efforts to establish many branches around the globe.

Fortunately, the establishment of new OUIAA branches
has been progressing smoothly. As of the first of April, the
International Alumni Association has formally set up 28
branches and one communication base, mainly in Asia. I feel
that we are still only half done, given the initial target (of
establishing OUIAA branches in 50 locations) . We will
intensify our efforts to expand the scope of the OUIAA
network by establishing additional branches in North
America, European countries, Brazil, Africa and various other
countries worldwide.

Kiyoshi Morita, Okayama University President
In December last year, together with a delegation from
Okayama University I visited Serbia to attend a ceremony to
commemorate the inauguration of Belgrade branch and Novi
Sad communication base. Okayama University has enjoyed an
exchange of students with the University of Belgrade for 15
years. I am grateful to the University of Belgrade for its
extraordinary support in forming the OUIAA branch. On the
day of the ceremony, the formation of the branch attracted
much attention in the local media, which reported this news
on television and in newspapers, helping to widely spread
recognition of Okayama University in Serbia. This helped us
to invite Dr. Kayoko Yamasaki, who lives in Serbia and won
the 66th Yomiuri Prize for Literature (in the Essay &
Travelogue category) , to deliver her lecture at Okayama
University on February 26, during her visit to Japan to
receive the Prize. We enjoyed her lecture given on the theme
“Serbia: Unknown Europe.” It can be said that the realization
of this lecture event was part of the outcome of the efforts by
the Okayama University International Alumni Association.

Okayama University is willing to offer support for other
OUIAA branches as well, whenever they find opportunities to
encourage the Association’s activities like the example above,
and actively solicits such information.
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l Message from OUIAA Chairperson
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Zhang Hong, Chairperson of Okayama University International Alumni Association

Hello, my fellow alumni. I am Zhang Hong, Executive
Director of the Okayama University Alumni Reunion and
President of the Okayama University International Alumni
Association (OUTAA) .

Through this Newsletter, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to you all for your kind cooperation in

promoting OUIAA’s activities and further development.

Established in October 2011, the OUIAA is marking its 4th
year. Thanks to generous support from President Morita and
headquarters executives of Okayama University, the OUIAA
now has 29 overseas branches (including one communication
base) in 17 countries. We will continue our efforts to achieve
our initial goal-to increase the number of OUIAA branches
and contact offices to 50 worldwide, with the establishment of
additional branches being expected this fiscal year. I would
like to ask you to continue to extend your warm support and

cooperation to us in this endeavor.

In cooperation with Okayama University, we at the OUTAA
assume an important role in disseminating information on the

creative activities of our alma mater overseas and improving

its international stature, thereby contributing to the promotion
of exchanges with outstanding researchers and the acquisition

of first-class international students.

Since Okayama University currently has only 560
international students or so, the University is planning to
double that number. We would therefore like to request that
members of OUTAA branches recommend top-class students
to Okayama University. If you have any questions about the
recommendation procedure and scholarships, please contact
one of the executives of the OUIAA or the Administrative

Office of the Center for Global Partnerships and Education.

The Okayama University International Alumni Association
Is increasing the publication frequency of its newsletter. We
would therefore appreciate it if OUIAA branches and
members could provide us with reports and information on

various events to be presented on the newsletter.

This year, we are planning to hold the OUIAA general
assembly on Sunday, October 18 at the Okayama University
50th Anniversary Hall. We eagerly look forward to welcoming

the participations of many OUIAA members.
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U 4th General Assembly of Okayama University International Alumni Association

On Friday, October 17, 2014 the 4th general assembly of
Okayama University International Alumni Association and an
international mini-symposium were held at Okayama
University International House.

The general assembly began with an opening address by
Chairperson Zhang Hong of Okayama University International
Alumni Association, who spoke about the association’s current
situation and made a strong declaration of the association’s
future development. This was followed by an address by
President Kiyoshi Morita of Okayama University, who stated
that he was proud that the university's international students
who had graduated from (completed their programs at)
Okayama University and returned to their home countries
were fully demonstrating their capabilities around the world.
Then President Keiichi Konaga of the Okayama University
Alumni Association delivered a speech, expressing his
expectation for Okayama University to further contribute to
the development of global human resources. After that, the
guests were introduced, and then an address by Governor
Ryuta Ibaragi of Okayama Prefecture on behalf of the guests
was read by Director Tanimoto of the Citizen Affairs
Department of the Okayama Prefectural Government.
Subsequently, the members of the general assembly, together
with the representatives of alumni association branches from
around the world, engaged in a discussion on the partial
revision of the Rules of the Okayama University International
Alumni Association and the reappointment of all the
executives, both of which were approved.

In addition, certificates and letters of appreciation were
presented to 11 alumni association branches certified as
international partners of the International Alumni Association.
Also, the title of project professor, an important role in
realizing the development of Okayama University through
cooperation for the implementation of various activities in
foreign countries, was bestowed on seven alumni certified as
such. The President of Okayama University expressed his
appreciation to each alumni association branch.

The general assembly was followed by an international
mini-symposium. In the first section of the symposium, under
the title “Seniors and Juniors of the International Alumni
Association, which Will Enter a New Stage - the Vision of
Okayama University,” four representatives of international
students according to the period of their studies at Okayama
University, and five representatives of newly established
alumni association branches spoke about their branch
activities and visions regarding collaborative efforts with
Okayama University.

<Speakers in the first half of the section: representatives of

international students>

1) Wang Zhao (Beijing branch)- on behalf of international
students who had studied in the 1980s

2)Guo Yanping(Changchun branch)- on behalf of
international students who had studied in the 1990s

3)Duong Thanh Hai(Vietnam branch)- on behalf of
international students who had studied in the 2000s

4)Merdan Memtimin (doctoral student at the Graduate

Takashi Nishiyama

School of Natural Science and Technology)- on behalf
of international students who had studied in the 2010s

<Speakers in the second half of the section: representatives
of newly established alumni association branches>
1)Gamal Tag(Egypt branch)
2)Chang Kwan-Shing (Taichung branch)
3)Du Fulin (North China branch)
4)Myo Khin(Myanmar branch)
5) Andi Salamah (Indonesia branch)

In the second section of the international mini-Symposium,
under the theme “How Should Alumni Association Branches
(Bases) Promote Cooperation with Okayama University,” a
panel discussion was held. The panel discussion was
moderated by Associate Prof. Kim Hye-Sook of the Graduate
School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences
(Vice President of the International Alumni Association)and
Prof. Masahiro Taguchi of the Graduate School of Humanities
and Social Sciences(Vice Director of the Center for Global
Partnerships and Education of Okayama University). As
panelists, five alumni—Mr. Wei Youyuan(China), Ms. Yang
Hongjun (China), Mr. Lee Jin-Tae (Korea), Mr. Kiichi Nakahira
(U.S.), and Ms. Kang Wen-chi(Taiwan) —discussed
cooperation between alumni association branches(bases)and
Okayama University, as well as the roles that they should
play in promoting globalization of the university.

After the closing address by Executive Director Masaru
Araki of the Center for Global Partnerships and Education
(Executive Director of Okayama University, Social
Responsibility and International Affairs), a get-together was
held, where a number of international students presently
studying at Okayama University and university staff gave
some excellent singing, dancing performances, and played
musical instruments. At the end of the party, all the attendees
sang "Furusato” and "Sekai-ni-hitotsu-dake-no-hana" together,
making the event even more exciting. The party served as a
good opportunity for the attendees to interact with each
other.
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! Establishment of Ankara Branch

Following is a report of the establishment of Okayama
University International Alumni Association Ankara Branch
which was held on December 19, 2014 at Turgut Ozal
University, Ankara, Turkey.

There are a number of Okayama University alumni who are
based in Ankara. In Turgut Ozal University Medical School
alone there are 4 of them. Establishment of a branch of the
alumni association here has been our aim for quite a while
now since we felt this would allow us to assist students who
want to study in Okayama University and other universities
in Japan more efficiently and in a more organized manner.

On 19 December 2014, a special visit was made to Ankara by
Okayama University. The envoy included Prof Kiyoshi Morita,
the president of Okayama University; Prof. Zhang Hong, the
president of Okayama University International Alumni
Association; as well as Prof. Hirohata, who has supervised
many Turkish students in the past.

The opening ceremony for the Ankara Branch was held in
Turgut Ozal University in the evening of 19 December 2014
and it was attended by some 40 over guests from the Turgut
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O.Faruk Hatipoglu

Ozal University, including deputy presidents of the university,
the deans of the Medical School and the Law School, the head
of the University Hospital and students from the University.
The opening speech was made by Dr Mehmet Gunduz, the
dean of the Medical School of Turgut Ozal University, who
studied and worked in Okayama for 14 years. During his time
in Okayama, he worked like an ambassador and had helped
many other Turkish students to study in Okayama. He was
seen as a big brother by other Turkish students, who could
help them with whatever problems they might have. Dr
Gunduz, worked hard to set up this association ever since he
returned to Turkey and he expressed his happiness in finally
witnessing it happen.

The next speakers were the presidents of both universities.
First was the President of Turgut Ozal University,
Abdulkadir Sengun, who praised Japan's technological and
social advancement, and expressed his wishes to see more
collaboration between the two universities and more Turkish
students studying in Okayama. The president of Okayama
University, Prof Morita, then expressed his delight in being in
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Turkey. The president of the Alumni Association Prof Zhang
Hong gave an introduction about the association to the guests
present and spoke about its importance. Finally, the head of
the Ankara branch of the association,Dr. Omer Faruk
Hatipoglu, introduced the members of the newly formed
association and expressed his gratitude to the three special
guests from Okayama.

Apart from the establishment of the association, the
program also included a signing of a student exchange and
collaboration agreement between the two universities. It was
agreed that every year 5 students from each university are
sent for an exchange program and a collaboration in certain
projects is ensured.
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On the next day, 20 December 2014, the guests from
Okayama had a tour of the Turgut Ozal University and had
breakfast in the school premises, followed by a small tour of
the city. The Ankara Castle and the Anatolian Civilizations
Museum were visited, as well as the Anitkabir where the
grave of Ataturk, the founder of the Turkish Republic, is
located.

As the newest branch of the Okayama University
International Alumni Association, we would like to express
our gratitude one more time to Prof Morita, Prof Zhang Hong
and Prof Hirohata for their valuable visit. We will work hard
to ensure that more Turkish students get a chance of
experiencing an academic and social life in Okayama.
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! Establishment of Belgrade Branch

Establishing of Okayama University International Alumni
Association Belgrade Branch
18.12.2014. Belgrade, Serbia

Almost 20 years have passed since Okayama
University and the University of Belgrade have first
established a cooperative relationship. This time we had
the pleasure of organising the formation of the Okayama
University International Alumni Association in Belgrade.
The following persons have been chosen as the leading
members of the newly founded association: academician
Gojko Subotic (Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts)as
honorary president, Prof. dr Zivan Lazovic(Faculty of
Philosophy)as president(as well as board chairman) ;
academician Caslav Ocic(Serbian Academy of Sciences
and Arts) , Prof. dr Kayoko Yamasaki, Prof.dr Miodrag
Markovic, dr Simona Cupic, dr Dalibor Klickovic and Ms.
Petra Pribicevic as members of the executive board.

In order to mark the occasion, two main events have
taken place in the following order. On December 17th,
foreign exchange students who have returned from
Japan gave speeches about the time they spent in
Okayama, Niigata, Nagoya and Tokyo respectively, at the
University of Belgrade Faculty of Philology, under the
title “Little ambassadors - My experiences in Japan”. On
the same occasion, the visiting delegation from Okayama
University, including the Okayama University president,
Prof. Kiyoshi Morita, Okayama University International
Alumni Association Cairperson, Prof. Zhang Hong, as

Petra Pribicevic

well as Prof. Michitaka Suzuki, all gave speeches about
the importance of international cooperation.

On December 18th, the Alumni Association was
formally established, with the presence of the Rector of
Belgrade University, Prof. Vladimir Bumbasirevic, the
Ambassador of Japan to Serbia, Mr. Masafumi Kuroki,
and 54 other honoured guests. At present, the Alumni
Association has 32 members, and we hope to see an
increase in the future, along with the strengthening of
cooperative ties of the two universities.

These events concerning the formation of the Alumni
Association have attracted the attention of influential
media in Serbia. A few appearances in the media deserve
special mention. Firstly, one of the leading newspapers
“Novosti” has published a short article on the
aforementioned events, as well as the interview with
Prof. Michitaka Suzuki, noted as the chief link between
the universities of Okayama and Belgrade. Secondly, a
special news report aired in the main metropolitan
region on Serbian national television, regarding the
courtesy visit of the Okayama University delegation to
the Rector of Belgrade University, Mr. Bumbasirevic.
Lastly, in January the following year (2015)as part of a
late-night cultural program airing on the “Radio Belgrade
1" national radio broadcasting station, the interviews
with Prof. Morita and Prof. Suzuki are in preparation, as
well as a talk-show appearance in the show “The Stuff of
Dreams” by Dr. Klickovic and Ms. Pribicevic.

".1
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l Courtesy Call of Serbia Ambassador,Lecture on Serbia

® Afternoon of the Wednesday, February 4, 2015

His Excellency, Mr. Nenad Glisi¢, Ambassador of the
Republic of Serbia to Japan made a courtesy call on President
Morita. On the occasion, President Morita reported on the
establishment of the OUIAA Belgrade branch, and exchanged
views with the Ambassador regarding interaction between
Serbia and Japan. In the evening, Professor Suzuki of the

Faculty of Letters organized a Serbian dinner party at the

town campus Castletown Station, which featured fine cuisine
prepared by Serbian students of Okayama University. It was
a very heart-warming event, where the Ambassador,
President Morita, Executive Director Araki, and citizen
members deepened their mutual understanding while enjoying

the dinner.

@ Afternoon of the Thursday, February 26, 2015
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Mr. Hiroshi Yamasaki and Mrs. Kayoko Yamasaki visited
Okayama University and delivered their lecture on the theme
“Serbia: Unknown Europe.” We became the first university in
Japan to have the privilege of inviting the couple to lecture on

Serbian culture. We were pleased that the lecture was
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successfully held.
From our university, 52 people attended the lecture, which
was followed by a tea party in which 29 people participated.
These events also attracted many citizens, providing us with

an opportunity to deepen exchange with participating citizens.

Glaston M.Kenji
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! Establishment of Kenya Branch

The Okayama University International Alumni-Kenya
branch organized its first Alumni Meeting on the 14th
November 2014. The initial announcement of this Meeting
was given in the month of August 28 through email

communication and news spread far and wide.

A Task Force of alumni members from Jomo Kenyatta
University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT)was
formed as the secretariat to organize for the Meeting and
played active role in contacting members for the Meeting.
The Task Force was chaired by Prof. G. Kenji and deputized
by Dr. W. Owino. The other members were Dr. R. Kiplimo,
Dr. C. Ngamau and Mr. F. Ombwara.

The President of Okayama University, Prof. K. Morita was the
Chief Guest of the inaugural function of the Alumni Meeting.
The naugural Meeting was also graced by the Vice Chancellor
of JKUAT Prof. Mabel Imbuga, the Deputy Vice Chancellors,
Prof. R. Odhiambo and Prof. E. Kahangi, the Dean Faculty of
Agriculture, Okayama University, Prof. K. Okuda, Dean, Faculty
of Agriculture, JKUAT, Dr. D. Mburu,Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)Kenya Chief Representative, Mr. H.
Eguchi, Director, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS)Nairobi Office, Dr. Mizoguchi and Chief Advisor,
AFRICA-ai-JAPAN Project, Prof. Tsunoda.

Thirty one Okayama alumni members attended together
with 11 current serving Professors from Okayama University
who participated in the 9th JKUAT Scientific, Technological
and Industrialization Conference and Exhibitions held in
JKUAT on the 13th -14th November 2014.

Dr. W. Owino, who was the master of ceremony, invited Dr.
Kiplimo to start of the occasion with a word of prayer. Dr.
Owino then gave his brief introduction and experience during
his study at Okayama University as a Monbukagakusho

scholar. Prof Kenji, the interim Chairperson of the Alumni,

AEEOMD L < IZ, JKUAT OEIBRERBTHLR -
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Glaston M.Kenji
then introduced the guest and also gave his brief remarks. He
emphasized on the fact that Alumni brings together all
Kenyans who have spent some time at Okayama University
for various purposes such as Postgraduate studies or short
term training including Monbusho Scholarship, JICA training,
Matsumae Zaidan Scholarship and the JSPS Asia/Africa
Program. It was important to work together and realize the
objective of the alumni which is to promote friendship,
exchange information among the members and contribute to

the development of Okayama University and the Association.

The Vice Chancellor-JKUAT, Prof. M. Imbuga highlighted
the fact that just as in African culture when a new baby is
born there is joy and ululations, the formation of the Okayama
University International Alumni-Kenya branch, was something
to be excited about. She urged members to network and
increase the level of communication, encourage fellowship
among the alumni and offer opportunities for long lasting and
beneficial relationships between the alumni and the Alma

Mater.

In his speech, the President of Okayama University, Prof.K.
Morita expressed his desire to stay in touch with the
international students after they finish their studies from
Okayama University. He reiterated the fact that Okayama
University International Alumni Association was established
in October, 2011 to maintain the connection between the
Alumni and their alma mater. The Alumni can form networks
with other graduates who are actively involved in their
specialized fields. Currently there are 21 branches of the
Okayama University International Alumni Association mainly
in Asian region. The Kenyan branch was the second branch

in Africa after Egypt.

Some of the alumni members then gave their brief
experiences in Okayama and these included Dr. E. Mworia

from Meru University of Science and Technology who was a
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In closing the Alumni meet, the DVC-JKUAT, Prof. R.

Odhiambo encouraged the members to be engaged in

Monbukagakusho Scholar, Prof. J. Wesonga of JKUAT, a
Matsumae Scholar, Dr. Karugu of JKUAT, a JICA scholar and
Dr. C. Ojiewo a Senior Scientist at ICRISAT, who was a
Monbukagakusho and JSPS scholar.

¥ Miernational Aumnj Association
Kenya Chapter
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activities that will enable the Alumni to be active in the long

run.
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