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I Message from Okayama University President

Happy New Year!

I am Kiyoshi Morita, the president of Okayama University.
Thank you for the support, guidance, and cooperation that
you have extended to our university over the last year.

Our university was able to greet the New Year in good
shape. I would like to express my New Year's greetings
through this message to the members of the International
Alumni Association and our international students.

Looking back, the year 2014 was extremely productive for
the Okayama University International Alumni Association.
During the past year, the Association was able to reach a
total of 28 branches including a communication base thanks to
your efforts. I would like to extend my sincere appreciation
and respect for all of you who have made efforts towards this
goal and produced such excellent results in the development
of the International Alumni Association.

Kiyoshi Morita, Okayama University President

We are able to welcome the year 2015 positively and
optimistically. We wish all of you new momentum and
progress in this New Year. This year, we would like to set
new goals, challenging ourselves to achieve various objectives,
promoting the establishment of many more branches and
communication bases, producing good results, and striving to
improve the environment for your activities.

This year marks the fourth anniversary of the organization
of the International Alumni Association. We sincerely ask our
graduates, looking back on the history of their bonds based on
their relationship with the “Beautiful University Town—
Happy Okayama University” regardless of their nationality
and specialty, to provide support and cooperation across all
faculties and courses for their alma mater’s continued
development and the establishment of new tie-ups.

In closing, I wish all of you continued success and
prosperity.
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l Message from OUIAA Chairperson

Zhang Hong, Chairperson of Okayama University International Alumni Association

Happy New Year!

This year is the year of the sheep in the Chinese zodiac. I
hope that all of you will live happily and peacefully like sheep
this year. Also, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation for your daily support and contribution to the
establishment of the International Alumni Association’s
overseas branches and the activities of the branches. I kindly
ask for your continued cooperation this year through this
newsletter.

Looking back on the International Alumni Association
during last year, I can report that 14 overseas branches,
including a communication base, were established in eleven
countries. The number of our branches has grown to 28 in a
total of 13 countries, although we have yet to achieve our
initial target of the establishment of 50 branches & contact
bases. As we would like to additionally direct our focus on
Europe and the U.S. this year, your continued cooperation
would be highly appreciated.

Thanks to the lively activities of the branches which had
been established by last year, we have been able to produce
good results in various ways. In the 5th General Assembly to
be held in October this year, to which we have decided to
invite the heads of those branches, we expect that their
speeches will touch upon their actual experiences, including
difficulties.

From the summary of our branches activity results that
we have so far confirmed, the first to be mentioned should be
the introduction of 28 Chinese students to our university from
our branches by the end of last year. The breakdown of
international students (incl. government-sponsored
international students), whom have been introduced from our
global partners this year, is 10 from Changchun Branch, 10
from Shanghai Branch, and 5 from Guangzhou Branch in
China. Furthermore, at least five graduates have come to our
university as faculty members from China, Turkey and South
Korea.

One especially notable achievement among the other
branches’ activities is the conclusion of exchange agreements
with Turgut Ozal University and Zirve University in Turkey
at the end of last year, which was brought about by the
establishment of a branch of our Alumni Association in that
country. With regard to Zirve University, we were able to
confirm some achievements of our agreement, such as the
promotion of the name of Okayama University through the
establishment of a laboratory bearing the name of our late Dr.
Yoshifumi Ninomiya.

I am certain that we will be able to hear many favorable
reports about each of our branches like the examples
mentioned above. Your continued support and cooperation is
highly appreciated.
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1. The Ceremony and the attendants

The inauguration ceremony was carried out at the Yadanar
Hall of the Park Royal Hotel in Yangon, Myanmar according
to the agenda. (Annex 1) The ceremony commenced at 9:00
AM with the arrival of special guests and alumni members.
From different parts of Myanmar, 71 alumni members
attended the occasion. Those from Upper Myanmar had to
travel a day ahead to participate in the meeting. Although, it
was an official working day in Myanmar, the organizing
committee managed to obtain permission from the Ministry
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Establishment of Myanmar Branch

Dr. Myo Khin, Myanmar Branch President

to allow the alumni members to attend the ceremony.

The following distinguished Professors attended the
ceremony from Okayama University.
a. Professor Kiyoshi Morita (#H#) , President of Okayama

University
b. Professor Zhang Hong (#E#L)

University International Alumni Association
c. Professor Emeritus Shigeru Okada (fif] FH %)

of NPO: Myanmar Japan

, President of Okayama

, Chairman
of the Board of Directors
Collaboration Project for Fostering Medical Human
Resources
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Two senior officials from the Embassy of Japan, Myanmar

graced the occasion.

a. Mr. Toshio Yamamoto, Minister Counselor

b. Mr. Yusuke Masuoka, First Secretary (Culture and
Information) Special

Guests who honored the occasion were as follows:

a. Professor Paing Soe, Councilor NayPyiTaw and former
Deputy Minister of Health

b. Dr. Kyaw Min, Former Director General, Ministry of
Health

c. Dr. Khin Pyone Kyi, President of Myanmar Liver
Foundation and former Director General, Ministry of Health

d. Dr. Than Sein, President of Public Health Foundation and
former Director of WHO South East Asia Regional Office

e. Professor Tin Maung Han, Rector of University of
Medicine, Mandalay

The following senior alumni members were also present at

the ceremony

a. Professor Aung Kyaw, Patron of Myanmar Association of
Japan Alumni

b. Myint Wai, Patron of Myanmar Association of Japan
Alumni

c. Dr. Aung Win, President of HIDA

d. Dr. Thin Aye Aye Ko, President of Kobe University
Alumni

2. Signing Ceremony
The Signing Ceremony of the Memorandum of
Understanding between Myanmar Association of Japan

Alumni was carried out and Professor Si Si Shein and
Professor Kiyoshi Morita signed the document. Professor
Paing Soe, Patron U Myint Wai, Professor Shigeru Okada,
Professor Zhang Hong and Mr. Toshio Yamamoto also took
the stage and official photographs were taken. (Annex 4).

3. News Release
Throughout the ceremony, SKYNET Television crew

recorded all the events. The news was broadcasted on 22 of

August 2014. The whole event including the interviews

totaling 15 minutes was broadcasted on 26 and 27 of August

2014.

Annex 2. Objectives
The five objectives of the Myanmar Branch of the Okayama

University International Alumni Association are as follows:

a. To establish a link between Okayama University and
Myanmar Professors, and Researchers to conduct joint
research and community development projects.

b. To disseminate information on Okayama University and
Japan to Myanmar students planning to study in Japan.

c. To provide a platform for sharing of knowledge on
subjects of mutual interest between Myanmar and Japan
through Joint Seminars and Conferences.

d. To work together with other International Branches of
Okayama University International Alumni Association to
promote academic and research opportunities.

e. To create a bridge for exchange of culture and information
between the people of Myanmar and the people of Okayama,
Japan.

(Please refer the full text on the Okayama University

International Alumni Association website)
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! Establishment of Indonesia Branch

Following is a report of the establishing Okayama
University International Alumni Association (OUIAA)
Indonesia Branch which held on August 21th, 2014 at
University of Indonesia, Depok, Indonesia.

In 2013 Okayama University international Office through Ms.
Yoshiko NAKASHIMA contacted former students : Dr. Anom
Bowolaksono (university of Indonesia/ UI), Prof Hadi Susilo
Arifin (Bogor University /IPB) and Dr. Lukman Hakim
(University of Brawijaya/ UB) to inform about the possibility
to establish OUIAA Indonesia branch. Dr. Anom
Bowolaksono from UI replied the email that sent by, and tried
to Initiate the establishment of branch by asked me to come
to Okayama as a representative of Indonesia branch to attend
the 3rd general assembly and international symposium of
Okayama University International Alumni Association which
was held at Okayama University from 18 to 20 October 2013.

Came back from Okayama, International office gave guidance
about the required items for the establishment ceremony of
OUTIAA branch office such as (1).Determination of the date for
the establishment ceremony of the branch office; (2).
Determination of the venue for the branch establishment
ceremony; (3).Making the list of participants; (4).The structure
of branch executives. Intensive communication has been done
between m and Ms. Yoshiko NAKASHIMA and then
continued by Ms Sanae Matsuzawa for the establishment

ceremony, later also between Dr. Anom bowolaksono and

Dr. Andi Salamah, Indonesia Branch President
Prof. Masumi Oka and Ms Sanae Matsuzawa. Dr. Anom
Bowolaksono focus on communication about establishment
date with Okayama University while I am focus on
communication with alumni members in Indonesia, tried to
make contact with alumni members.

Actually it was difficult for members to come together to
do meeting about the establishment of branch because alumni
came from different area of Indonesia, and most of them are
lecturers in different Indonesia universities and research
centers. Finally we found way by using social media to
facilitate the discussion and communication among members
in a WhatsApp (WA) Groups, we call “ Okadai”. The WA
group establishment was initiated by Dr Gatot Dwiyanto from
Agency for the Assessment and Application of Technology
(BPPT). Through this WA group, and the intense
communication with Okayama international office finally the
Inauguration date is decided. .

On August 21th, 2014 at Meeting room of Pertamina- Center

Of Excellence (COE) building, Faculty of Mathematics and
Natural Sciences, University of Indonesia. Depok, Indonesia,
the former Indonesian students, who have ever studied at
Okayama University, organized a meeting to establish
OUIAA, Indonesia Branch. We named the meeting “-
Encouraging the Friendly and Academic Relationship
between Indonesia and Okayama University-*

Even some members decided to come to the event, but
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Faculty of Mathematic and Natural Science
Universitas Indonesia

Held by
EFARTEMEN B 00
LTS BAEUATA
WML PERCETRHU M AL

some members finally could not attend to the meeting due to
duty from office, so only few Indonesian alumni from different
parts of Indonesia joined the program. The ceremony
attended by delegates of Okayama University: Associate
Professor Yoshihiko HIRAI of Faculty of Agriculture, Mr
Masahiro YAMASAK]I, Director of the Administrative Office,
the Center for Global Partnerships and Education (former
International Center) and Professor Emeritus, Masumi OKA,
Advisor for OUIAA. From Indonesia, attended by Dean and
Vice Dean of Faculty of Mathematics and Naturals sciences:
Dr. rer. nat. Abdul Haris, Dr. Ridla Bakri, M.Phil, and Dr.
Rokhmatullah, head of Department of biology: Dr.rer.nat
Yasman, M.Sci, Prof Yokota, visiting Professor from Tokyo
University, other staff members who graduated from Japan
Universities, and students from Faculty of Mathematics and
Natural Sciences and also from Faculty of Pharmacy,
University of Indonesia.

The establishment of ceremony was starting by the opening

FEBRUARY .2015

address and introduction of guests by Stephany Angella

Tumewu, an alumnus of Department of Biology, Faculty of
Mathematic and Natural Sciences, who will continue her
study in Okayama University in 2015, followed by Greetings
remarks by, The Dean of Faculty of Mathematics and Natural
Sciences Dr. rer. nat. Abdul Haris, University of Indonesia,
then continued by report on the establishment preparation
by acting head of OUTAA Indonesia branch, Dr Andi Salamah
that later appointed as a president of OUIAA Indonesia
branch. The ceremony then continued with Greetings speech
from the representative of Okayama University, Prof. Masumi
Oka, followed by General Lecture of “Current Researches in
Okayama University” by Prof. Yoshihiko Hirai, the Associate
Professor of Faculty of Agriculture, Okayama University, who
introduced about Okayama University to the guests who
came. Guests gave their enthusiasm about study in Okayama
University by asked many questions to Prof Hirai. Finally the

ceremony closed by photo’s session.
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With the Establishment of OUIAA Indonesia branch, it will
make the communication among Indonesian alumni members
become stronger and we hope of OUIAA, in future we hope
many students from Indonesia could continue their study in
Okayama or vice versa students from Okayama University

could do exchange program in Indonesian universities, and

also open the opportunity to increase collaboration work or
research between Indonesia Institution and Okayama
University

The Program ended with much promise and hope for the

branch in the futurel
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I Report of the Establishment Ceremony of North China Branch, China

The establishment ceremony of Okayama University
International Alumni Association (OUIAA) North China
branch was held on a grand scale at Inner Mongolia Hohhot
Binyue Hotel on the evening of August 12, 2014. The hall was
filled with about thirty people, such as honored guests from
Okayama University, and the alumni working in the The
Inner Mongolia autonomous region.

The honored guests were introduced by Mr. Du fulin. The

international conference was officially began on 6:30.

Dr. Du Fulin, North China Branch President
Next, Mr. Shuangquan, professor of Inner Mongolia
Agricultural University, introduced its organization and
persons in charge of each section of the branch, then he also
described the process of establishing the branch and his view
regarding the future activity plan.
Thereafter, Kiyoshi Morita in the alam mater made a
speech with warm applause. First of all, he introduced the
history of Okayama University, expounded the conception of

the internationalization of Okayama University since his
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succession of the president. In addition, he recommended the
information about the establishment of Okayama University
International Alumni Association branch from around the
world. Finally, the headmaster elaborated the attraction
which aimed to enhance the visibility of Okayama University
with their positive efforts.

And then, the Chairman of Okayama University
International Alumni Association (OUIAA), professor
Zhanghong, showed her congratulations on the establishment
of the Okayama University International Alumni Association
(OUTAA) North China branch, and introduced the situation
that the Okayama University was ahead of the international
from the angle of the increasing numbers of students and the
diversification of the country. In the end, she conveyed his
wish that the alumnus’ using this international platform to
carry out extensive exchanges would increase the number of
members and published the latest achievements.

Next, Tana, professor of Inner Mongolia Agricultural
University made a speech on behalf the branch members. She
recalled the situations of the life about the students from
Okayama University, She was so proud to say that the

valuable knowledge was acquired during the process of

learning and the research. We could be aware of her gratitude
to the alma mater teachers from her words and expressions.
All the participants took a group photo at 19:00 followed by
the celebration of the vice president of Inner Mongolia
Agricultural University, professor Wang linhe, on behalf of all
the alumni from Inner Mongolia, at this moment, the
conference reached a climax.

All attendants enjoyed pleasant conversation and a dinner
party was filled with joy. The communication sounds and
laughter among the teachers, students and the alumni
resounded through the hall.

Just like that, the conference which lasted nearly three
hours went away before we knew it. By 9:00, the
Chairman of Okayama University International Alumni
Association(OUIAA),professor Zhanghong, expressed her
warmest acknowledgement that this ceremony had been
completed successfully. Meanwhile she wished all the
members the best of health and success, also encouraged
branch members to carry out new contributions for a
better China-Japan friendship, at the same time the

conference was approaching the end.
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I Okayama University International Alumni Association Kansai Branch Report

Date : October 4, 2014
Time : 7 : 00PM~9 : 00PM
Place : “Kagonoya Restaurant’in Osaka

Guests : Xiu-Fung Zhang consul Consulate-General of the

People’s Republic of china, and another one
Okayama University : President Kiyoshi Morita, OUTAA
Chairperson Zhang Hong,
Branch Members : Ako Nakayama. Xiao-Fei Ma. De-yu

Meng

At the beginning, Mr. Ako Nakayama rendered the opening

Ako Nakayama, Kansai Branch President
remarks. He welcomed the guests and mentioned the
establishment of the branch history. After we received
congratulations from the Prof. Kiyoshi Morita and Prof. Zhang
Hong, a guest from Consulate-General of the People’'s Republic
of china, Xiu-Fung Zhang consul, also give us a greeting.
After the toast, the members introduced themselves and took
a commemorative photo at the closing ceremony.

We full expect that we will promote branch activities with
more members in the future.
By the words” when in Rome, do as the Romans do”, we

chose a restaurant and made a banner in Japanese style.
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